


Y C

ND S
¢ LBRARIES
SERVICES

ER
AND
A.J. SMITH
HERE WORCESTER

WOOLHOPE NATUBALISTS' FIELD CLU8

C/C HEREFORD LIBRARY, BROAD STREEY
HEREFORD

637 TELEPEN |
OOOOOOBSS??M "E";,Bc- W. Pl

| |
|
.




PRINTED BY OAPFHANS PRESS LTD.

HEREFOND ROAD
LEOMINSTER
Tel, 2460

FOREWORD

Among the responsibilities listed in 1851 by the founders of
the Woolhope Naturalists' Field Club was “the formation and
f correet lists wvarious natural productions of

E
2
3

~The sources listed overleaf as “authorities” are the same as
those given in “Herefordshire Birds”, 1954, with the addition of
the nature diaries of the late Prebendary S. Cornish Watkins,
kindly fent to us by his nephew, Mr. M. P. Watkins, of Symond's

of
in the B.O.U. List of 1952.

The writers apologise for the numerous shortes readers
are bound to meet with in the work, but hope that in spite of this
hmyptovemchdtomwhominmmxedinthe life of

CW.w.
Hereford, 1976,
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HEREFORDSHIRE BIRDS

1. BLACK-THROATED DIVER. Colymbus arcticus (L.)

Rare vagrant.
One was caught at Kinnersley in 1891, and one shot on the
gﬁwmonglhg;mbe mnethkd‘;ndmwmem
was seen on the at Hampton Bishop 1. Henley
and D. Hughes on 25th February 1956. It remained until the
memmwmmnoch

2. GREAT NORTHERN DIVER. Calymbus immer (Briinn)

Rare vagrant.

Bull records a female shot about 1867 at Ross; Horne records
one at Peterchurch in 1880, while Hutchinson states that the two
specimens in Hereford Muscum were obtained at Clifford and
Holme Lacy.

The fifth and latest record was of one found alive in a timber
yard on the edge of Shobdon Aerodrome on the 17th Febru
1966. TR.AmmondsmleasedthebirdonShobdondwoyp:g
whete il remained until the 27th of the month. It was sub-

tly watched by several observers, including P. McDougall

. Smith. The latter made field notes on the 26th uslng a
ZOX te in conditions which included mlsfaclo
sunshine ugh the bird appeared large

identification rested mainly on the early signsof
m@buadiﬁincttrmof!hspulepnrﬁa!eoﬂumukmgu
neck. Dives were timed, and varied in dumlonbctweanSsces

and | min. 30 secs,, avernging approximately 40 secs.

4. RED-THROATED DIVER. Colymbus stellatus (Pontopp.)
Rare vagrant,
There are five records of this bird having been shot on the

Wye, all in winter, and all in the neighbourhood of Ross. The
most recent occurrence was in 1887,

5. GRBA'&AC)RFSTBD GREBE. Podiceps cristatus cristatus

Resident and breeding.
BurL One shot on the near Ross 1852, A
‘ shot on a Shobdon

mammlsm An immature
ed at Wilton, December 1881,
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CORNISH “Some immature Great Crested G
WATKINS
(diary) 1-9-1916

Early in the present
m’f“ﬁ;&m“ e'ltst:mec:tlingiu
of Birds' campaign, Its e pirethen
became regular, and by 1940 it was nesting annually on four ‘
waters in the county, and continues to do so,

6. RED-NECKED GREBE. Podiceps griseigena Mm
(Bodd.)

Rare vagrant.
ommmeuhivobmshotonthoWyeumRonww
October, 1881, January, 1889, and 7th February, 1895.

7. SLAVONIAN GREBE. Podiceps auritus (L.)
Hereford museum specimen is labelled ** Hereford, 1849™,
A male bird was shot at Kingstand on 19th February, 1895.

8. BLACK-NECKED GREBE. Podiceps caspicus
(Hablizl.) ' ;

- in 1879, and one
One was shot on the Wye near Sugwas 9. and one seen
on Burcott on 14th Ag:il. 1903. One was identified on the
Wrye at the Field, Hampton Bishop, on 26th December, 1955, by
G. C. Davis. Tt was seen by many members of HO.C, between
that date and 2nd January, 1956. '
9. LITTLE GREBE. Podiceps ruficollis ruficollis (Pall)
Common resident and breeding.

This grebe breeds on many lakes and pondsinthcoouaij"_ s
can be scen on the Wye and Luge in winter.

-
.

12. LEACH'S PETREL. Oceanodroma leucorrhoa |
(Vieill.)

Rare vagrant,
Specimens were picked up dead in 1832, at Dewsall in the
severe snowstorm 1879-80, at Moccas in September, 1905, and at
Kington on 26th November, 1929,

Dead or dying Leach’s petrels were found at Pontrilas (2),
Stretton Grandison, Moreton-on-Lugg and Walford, Leintwardine
during the last days of October and first of November, 1952, on
the occasion of the widespread “wreck" of so many of this species
in this country.

14. STORM-PETREL. Hydrobates pelagicus (L.)
Rare vagrant,

One was shot at Shobdon in December, 1867, one killed at
Foy, 1877, and one was found dead at Rotherwas after a two-day
gale on 12th November, 1936, One was up at Eastnor in
d; condition on 30th November, 1954, after a gale, and one
was ‘dead at Staunton-on-Wye on 15th November, 1959,

16, MANX SHEARWATER. Procellaria puffinus puffinus
(Briinn.)
Rare vagrant.

There are no fewer than 17 records of dead or
shearwaters occurring in the county, almost all in the
September, and after cquinoctial gales. Many of
recently fledged juveni It has been ble in the case of
exhausted and otherwise undamaged birds to return them to the
Welsh coast and thus secure their survival.

26. FULMAR PETREL. Fulmarus glacialis glacialis (L.)
Rare vagrant,
(an immature bird) was caught at

The museum specimen
Pontrilas in October, 1889. The only record.

27. GANNET. Sula bassana (L.)
Rare vagrant,

Bull mentions a young bird picked up in an exhausted state at
Peterchurch in 1881, while Hutchinson gives two further records
for that year—one near Mordiford, and one at Preston-on-Wye,
and one shot or found at Hereford in 1876, An apparently un-
ianiﬁd adult bird was found sitting on a garden path at Aylestone

Hereford, on 17th Sepie , 1935, after a gale; it flew away
westwards. An adult was found near Callow on Ist June,
1942, in an injured condition; it was fed on fish for about a fort-
night, but died without recovering its of flight. An injured
bird was caught at Lcominster on 6th June, 1949, One was found
on Flintsham Pool on 22nd September, 1953, after a severe gale,
Birds were seen at on on 20th ber, 1960, and on 27th
January, 1965; and at ord on 1st May, 1967, Gannets never
wm%y_inhnd and occur here only as a result of disorientation
under the stress of gale-force winds.
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28, CORMORANT. Phalacrocorax carbo carbo (L.)
A not uncommon visitor at all seasons,
. The Rev, Prebendary S, Cornish Watkins wrote: “One of the
moctcuﬂwoccumnmoftheyenmthaappuxmonlﬂh
Mny. of connorants. who settle'd for a time on él;:u tower of
the Cath %xulmsgusto those Canons entiary,
thopckdaws."
wrrbmmmomhhwmmormdmtmbma
or a pair may be scen in any month flying up or down
l-llu-or upon & post or tree to dry its wings
ver.

Mououhcreeomsmfertothewmwrmonﬂsmovanmw
Mamh).whcnﬂochoflSormammonlymbemon
favoured reaches, such as Turner’s Boat. mmomwb
which the birds habitually assemble may be used season after
season, and becomes quite white with excrement,

29. ﬂiAG. Phalacrocorax aristotelis arisiotelis (L.)

Rare vagrant. jad
. M&Wym:kwu&tgdmwggymraudﬁm
recent: a male was e resting on All Saints’
Bctofofyi“on 11th October, 1876: immmre‘o'iﬂlm

min . 1892: another at

1898 one brought alive toMn.muheutRossinJanwy lﬁ
was presented to Hereford Museum,
species was fonnd

On;emmh 19? nbirdofgn 3
walking uttleworth’s garden at Grosmont: it a
g‘ubletonywdinspiteofmunptstobupltalmildm

30, COMMON HERON. Ardea cinerea cinereo (L.)

Resident and breeding.
BurL Not infrequent. In the 18th cen
thmmaheronrym Moorﬁm
a mile of the city of Hereford. Others

at on B Lingen, the

near 2 at Canon Fm
Heronﬁu existing reduced to two; one.
at Berrington near Leominster and the
other at Letton,

HORNE Common.

HutcHINSON Common resident. Nests at Bredwardine,

Eywood, Knill, Canon Frome, Letton
and Berrmgton

- —

The Field Records

destruction that spring
May 1st, 1915

of a heronry within 3 of the City
—16 to 18 nests, The nests were in
large wild cherry trees. This was at
Rotherwas.

Rothmbn'dsmovedtoAcon , but were again
ousted by felling, and eventually disappearcd. here has been no
nesting at Letton since the of 1963. A number of
emaciated herons were found dead the nesting trees at that
time. The Berrington heronry continues to flourish under the
protection of the owners, and contains 70-90 occupicd nests

annually. In addition one other small heronry has become estab-
lished within the last 12 This i in low willows in Leach
Pool, Clifford. There are about 16 nests there (1974).

It is thought that the heron is about holding its own in
Herefordshire. The increasing rarity of the commonfro must
muhmvnmconmtuu an unfavourable factor affecting the bxrd

34. SQUACCO HERON. Ardeola ralloides (Scop,)
Rare Vagrant,

Bull records a party of five of these birds as having spent some
10 days on the Wye 5 miles above Hereford in the summer of 1873,
One of these was shot.

Another shot on the Wye on 3rd May, 1867, and recorded by
Bull was probably shot not mﬂerefor&hln.bntm over the
Wehhbordu and the occurrence is not included by Horne or

36. NIGHT HERON. Nycticorax nycticorax nycticorax (L.)
Rare vagrant,
BuL. *The specimen ln Hereford Museum
. is labelled *Backney Marsh, a
marsh situated about two unlcs from
Ross . . ."" (A list compiled by W.
Blake, of Ross, mentions “ Bu{ney
Marsh bird, 1837.")

One found above Wilton bridge, Ross, W.C.T. 1912, p. 47.

[Two othe rraootds.oneolabirdtakenabou:lﬂﬁ(ym.
C. Hist,) and one of two birds seen flying over 16th
July, 1947, cannot be claimed as fully authenticated.

9




37. LITTLE BITTERN. [Ixobrychus minutus minutus (L.)
Rare vagrant,

Dr. Bull mentions two instances of this bird having been
obtained in Hercfordshire, There have been no further occur-
rences.

38. BITTERN. Botaurus stellaris stellaris (L.)
Rare vagrant,

Herefordshire at

ﬂ!mrocoﬂsdshﬁobndsshotintbecountyinmhﬁhum

years. A bittern was scen only once in Herefordshire in the 30

years before 1917, but since its re-establishment as a breeding-

spedea in Norfolk, four have been shot in Herofordshire—an
of ignorance or callousness not to the county's credit

OnmPebmary. 1961, one was seen on & lu&mhﬁi.
Whitney, and on lltharch. 1961, one was flushed from a near-
by pool—perhaps the same bird.

On 315t Jan 1970. one was seen at

Byton Marsh, and
on 23rd 1 o.onemseenmwmfoumm
Miss Anm and several other observers, b’

43, GLOSSY IBIS, Plegadis falcinellus falcinellus (1.)
Rare vagrant.

One was obtained in Dscember, 1902, at Winforton and a
second bird seen in the neighbuorhood. (B.B. 14: 139)

was shot at Castle-end, R 2nd Sept,,
1920. ?mo 219.) Bty

45. MALLARD. Anas platyrhynchos platyrhynchos (L).
Common and resident. Breeding.

46. TEAL. Anas crecca ecrecca (L)

Winter visitor in some numbers. A few remain to breed,

The teal has bred at Brampton Bryan, Sarnesfield, Moccas,

re, Brockhunpton near Bromyud. Letton, Bmdw:rdine,e

Allensmo
Wigmore Moor and Byton Moor
10

47. GARGANEY. Anas querquedula (L.)
Rare summer visitor.

There are only five Herefordshire records, a bird killed at
Moceas in 1882; a pair, one of which, a drake, was shot near
Leominnetinxhespﬂngonm a drake seen at Aymestrey pool
on Tth March, 1949; apa&mmMmmooron 13th
mMnrch,ml)Q“ andap-ironShelwick near a large flock

49. GADWALL. Anas strepera (L)

A lone female oflhissreciesvmshotal Much Marcle on
31st December, 1953. On 12th May, 1957, R. H. Baillie and
friends watched one in company with mallard and other species on
flooded meadows at Wigmore moor. In May, 1966, a pair nested
ona pool at Westou~undcr-Penynrd. These birds originated from

poolswhere the species has bred for a number of years,
being the descendants of pinioned birds introduced there by a
previous owner.

50. WIGEON. Anas penelope (1.)

A regular winter visitor in numbers which vary accord«
ing to climatic conditions.

mvﬂnterﬂocbwhicbmquzmtherivcuudmmthe
riverside meadows are of moderate size as as the weather
remains open, but increase greatly in flood ionsandszvcre
cold, Flocks of 300 or 400 birds are attracted at such times to
flooded meadows in the Wye, Lugg and Teme valleys.

52. PINTAIL. Anas acuta acuta (L))
Winter visitor but not common,

Small flocks of pintail come every winter to the Wye or.
flooded Lugg 2

53. SHOVELER. Spatula clypeara (L)
Uncommon winter visitor. Has bred,

For some years two or three of shoveler bred at
Bnmpmnrym(dauuotmo A nest was found at
onlhnhinlmbyA.B.“LBolt. Two or three shoveler

to be seen at the H. -and R. Nature Trust’s pool at

Eywood at all times of the year except the breeding season.

1n




4.

55. SCAUP. Avthya marila marila (L.)
Rare winter visitor.
W.CT. There are half-a-dozen records of birds
shot in winter on the Herefordshire
Wye—in 1851, 1855, 1890, 1892, 1894
and 1895,
The Rev. Cornish Watkins saw several scaup at Shobdon in
early January, 1917,

56. TUFTED DUCK. Aythya fuligula (L.)
Common winter visitor, also breeding,

Burr Not an infrequent winter visitor. f
S. CornisH Seen at Kentchurch—"quite & new bird
WATKINS to me™.

(diary) 23-11-1900

Young broods seen in 1918 and 1919 on Rectory Pool, Shob-

don (first breeding records in Herefordshire), and a nest was

shown to Preb. S, C. Watkins at Eywood Pool on 13.6.21.

It has bred annually for many years now at Brampton Bryan,
and sparingly and irregularly elsewhere in the county, }

57. POCHARD. Aythya ferina (L))

A winter visitor in small numbers to Byton, Shobdon, Eywood
Flintsham Pools, It is occasionally to be seen on the Wye.

60. GOLDEN-EYE. Bucephala clongula clangula (L.Y
Regular winter visitor and passage migrant,
Small numbers of golden-eye winter annually in the Wye,
always from January until March, but arriving occasionally as
early as Noyember.

64. COMMON SCOTER, Melanitta nigra nigra (L.)
Rare winter visitor.
Bull says it sometimes pays a passing visit to the upper reaches

of the Wyc in Herefordshire, Birds were shot at Goodrich in
1891 and 1894, and seen near Backney in 1919.

An exhausted scoter drake was picked up at Woonton by
G:LA.P J.Hibbendunng:heseveu weather early in 1947,

A drake was seen on Shobdon Decoy Pool on 20th April,
1962, a duck on the Wye at Winforton on 7th December, 1964,
uuh duck on Eywood Pool on 30th November and 1st, Decem-

RUDDY DUCK. Oxyura Jamaicensis.
Recent visitor,

There are two Herefordshire records. A bird was seen
swimming up the Wye at Hereford on 2nd Jan 1963, and

a pair was present on Eywood Pool during July 1975,

69. RED-BREASTED MERGANSER. Mergus serrator (L.)
Rare winter visitor,

One was shot at Garnons on January 18th, 1966. Reports of
sightings have been very few in numbe r.o.ud data received
generally insufficient for acceptance, A bird watched swimm ng
tn the at Hereford on 11th Noyember, 1959 by A, J. Sm

to be a female of this species. A pair were present in
eompnn with five goosander at Eywood Pool on I March,
IdeWemidenuﬁedbyMt and Mrs. F. S. Bromley.

70.—GOOSANDER, Mergus merganser merganser (L.)
Regular winter visitor, remaining until April.

Small parties winter in the Wye from January (less commonly
December) until March. Hard weather increases the numbers:
in early 1963 flocks of 30 and even on one occasion over 50 were
seen in open stretches of river.

1. SMEW. Mergus albellus (1.)

Rare vagrant,
W.C.T., 1895 Hutchinson, Cambridge Phillips and
p. 104 Blnka mention a feuule killed near

in 1895, andl'himys
stam tln‘}ayﬂehad

by Col. de Winton (no date)
No twentieth-century record,

73. SHELD-DUCK, Tadorna tadorna (L.)

Uncommon passage migrant,

There are records of sheld-duck, single birds or twos or
threes, nearly all on thebnnhonyé or Lugg, or on flooded
meadows during the winter months (November to February)
almost every year. Exceptionally it has been seen as late as
April or May.

74. RUDDY SHELD-DUCK. Cuasarca ferruginea (Pafl.)
Rare vagrant.
Hutchinson reports one shot at Holme Lacy in 1892,

Two were seen flying about and settling on meadows at
Shelwick on 7th Fcbrnnry. 1937, but they were presumed to be
escaped captive bi
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75. GREY LAG-GOOSE. Anser anser (L.)
Rare passage migrant.

No occurrences claimed by Bull or Hutchinson .

A flock of this specics landed in dense fog at Bucknel! in
January, 1959, One gander stayed and attached itself to a tame
Chinese goose, It frequented Herefordshire meadows all that
summer.

AﬂockofemnweteseeaonWlmreMoorsm g

with the local Canada Geese on February 6th, 1971, by Mr. an
Mrs. J. L. Fox. One at Leach Pool May 28th, 1972,

76. WH!TB-;’RONTED GOOSE. Anser albifrons albifrons

Regular passage migrant,

mey geese pass over Herefordshire annually in some num-

At Slimbridge, where geese d the winter in
numbers and wh gte'ethemgzcnm erefordshire are passing
to, or returning from, the white-fronted goose is by far the most
nuUMerous.

Skeins or es of are frequently reported as
“unidentified mZ: m occuring f my
March these are ycertaintobelongtothu species, 'l’heonly
wedumywbcum!mmym&membetktbem

Wintet records of White Fronts in small parties, or very
occasionally larger flocks of 30 or more frequenting low ground
in the county, are very numerous in wet winters with some flooded
grassland, but quite exceptional in dry seasons.

78. BEAN-GOOSE. Anser arvensis arvensis (Brehm.,)

Bull thou ocks

t that fl not infrequently passed over
Herefordshire bﬁ there are only two cen:;lq rucorgs A bird was
killed at Mordiford in 1881, and two were shot out of a flock of
14 at Wilton during the first week of December, 1921,

PINK-FOOTED GOOSE. Anser arvensis brachyrhynchus
(Baillon.)
Rare passage migrant.
One was killed near Moccas in the winter 1879-80, and one
near Lugg Mills in December, 1880.

14

ﬂbndoﬂhhspemfm%umwdmcsmhbhsu
SuuouSt.N February, 1952, but its comparative
tamenessmkednuanwapedapmblrd.]
Asm bird was seen associating with Canada Geese at
Clifford, during February and March, 1972,

79. SNOW GOOSE. Anser hyperboreus hyperboreus (Pall)
Rare vagrant,
A pair of these birds were seen flying north over flooded
mdwhnduswwnkonzathlmury 1937. They were
presumed by the observer (CW.W.) to be escaped captive birds,

80. BRENT GOOSE. Branta bernicla hrota (Miller.)
Rare passage migrant.
1939Oxle was shot out of a flock near Mordiford on 16th January,

81. BARNACLE-GOOSE. Branta leucopsis (Bechst.)

Rare passage migrant,

A female was shot at a pool near St, Weonards but no date
is given by Dr, Bull for this record,

Two of this specics frequented the Wye at Casticton from
28th September until 23rd , 1969, Eight were seen on
the Wye near Winforton on 21st November, 1970. One was seen
at Leach Pool on 31st December, 1972, Escaped birds from
Slimbridge in all probability,

82, CANADA GOOSE, Branta canadensis canadensis (L.)
Resident and breeding.

Two flocks were seen on the Wye in the winter of 1885-6.
Onemle bird was shot from one of these flocks at Goodrich,
A took up residence and nested at Brampton Bryan in
1952, drove them from Brampton Bryan in the sp of
1953, but the birds nested beside the Lugg near Lein ne.
From that date onwards Canada Geese bewnc ﬁmly established
inlhcl.einmrdinema.mdnw lace on the Teme,
at Wigmore, Shobdon, Byton and ocks were seen at
Leach Pool, Letton, Lugg meadows and as far south as Fawley
and Wyastone Leys.

84, MUTE SWAN. Cygnus olor (Gm.)
Common resident and breeding.

15



85, WHOOPER-SWAN. Cygnus cygnus (L.)
Rare winter visitor,

BuwL One shot near Ross, 1854,

HurciiNsoN Fiye seen at Whitney 1854, one of which
WaS shot.
scen on the flooded Lugg meadows at
Mmh. 947, ln company with Bewick's

da he following winter on
: ompnm B«wieku. A similar flock
meadowﬂoockinwmpo in 1953, and since then the

birds)andofunmoompanymth te or Bewick's
n 15 such reports since 1950, and the river
Wyc or nqodedm meadows have always been the chosen sites,

86. BEWICK'S SWAN. Cygnus bewickii bewickii (Yarr.)
Uncommon winter visitor,

A Bewick's swan was killed near Ross in 1854, One was
kinednmdnorinthewintero! lSSS-&andtwoimmmttebh&.
out of a flock of four, were killed in theROssamonMDec.
1890, (W.C.T. 1947, p. 162, Hutch,, and V. Hist)

Visits by this swan were quite irregular until recent
Since the winter of 1961 flocks have been recorded
flock of about 20 annually winters on the Wye or ndjacenl
between Castleford and Bou?nood.md flood conditions ml!y
attract flocks (up to 50 birds) to such areas as meamr,
Arrow-Lugg confluence, Sutton meadows, or the meadows between
Monkiand and Ivington.

90, SPOTTED EAGLE. Aquila clanga (Pall.)
Rare vagrant.

msAu immature bird was shot near Brinsop Court on 15th Nov.,

91. BUZZARD. Buteo buteo buteo (L)

BuLL The least rare of the large hawks—
neuedinthcbmniWoodinlssl
:xslgsonthemimof h Castle in

HORNE Far from numerous. Bred at Bishops-
wood in 1881,

HurcHiNsoN Resident, becoming rare.

16

Seventy yunupthcbtmrdwunotnnommon.nmy
mcmthowoods Incessant persecution caused the
hirdtobecomeextincunlhe gemptuamenmt.bm
after the war, 19141918, it ret ‘and began to nest again. The
gudo!thespecmmt.hncoumywns due to pressure from

dnorshire ;hem it h.\‘)ll become cxtr;ncly &;u:nnon 1920.
Comnish Watkins reported in that
e Wtdcﬂnﬂcmmcnnr&ob&fm (WElr
P

By 1930 it was nesting all over the county, though less com-
mon in the eastern half, It will be remembered that the rabbit
was abundant and incxmngat this date, The advent of
myxomatosis brought aboutamuked reduction in numbers of
buzzards through starvation and de breeding.  The adop-
tion of ncwbypr:duory ;nugm ted forBa n;tk:e Inlyreﬁa&ev:g:
persecution gamekeepers, By car
population had steadied at a lower level, and breeding was normal.

The buzzard is now not uncommon in the western half of
the etmll:xf but much more sparsely distributed throughout the

92. ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD. Buteo lagopus lagopus
(Pontopp.)

Rare vagrant,

A specimen was killed at Yatton Court, Kingsland, in
November, 1879, (Hutch.)

One was seen on 27th Scptcmbar. 1964, at Turner's Boat by
A. J. Smith and again on 3rd October the same and other
observers. Seen pe in a good light for some two hours, its
appearance was le.

93. SPARROW-HAWK. Accipiter nisus nisus (L.)
Resident and breeding.

Rl b“f“*”‘"“’:..'f.‘g.‘:wi‘:: 5 N yictasl tiaomian
tin y farmers ts

ance from E. Anglia an theMldlandsnaresullof Isonm‘
mneeﬁddumnﬂocudbygrmmnnda ornestm
reports here about 1960 and in the followin By]%Sln
1966 reports of slghlingswe:enumerwsan there were records
of nesting in different areas, It is to be hoped that this recovery
will not result in a resumption of persecution.

17




95. KITE. Milvus milvus milvus (L.)
Formerly resident. Now extinct as a breeding bird.
BuiLL Some ago the Kite nested in Bram
Wl‘l“rym The

HORNE Getting very rare.
HuTcHINSON Resident, but becoming rare, if not
extlnuintheeonmy"gwdiu

W.%.T., 1869  The kite is almost a bird of
P

Linawooop “Only inserted in list on the authority of
1840 my 4

"'ﬁf" 1913 “About 50 years ugo kites are said to

¥ record 1 have is for the year 1891,
when three were seen, wheeling about
in the air between Kentchurch and
Pontrilas”.—Rev. S. Cornish Watkins.

W, Crement Ly I once saw a pair of kites sonring above
(in kitt. 27-3-89) my boat on the lower reaches of the

and nearest to me a common
A very occasional passage migrant over our county,

97. WHITE-TAILED EAGLE, Haliaétus albicitla (L.)
Rare passage migrant,

One was trapped at Hampton Court about 1850; a female
shot at Berrington 1875; one seen near Leominster 1896, was later
shot and is in Hereford Muscum. One was shot near Hereford
in 1908, one seen near Eardisley 1917, and one seen at Staunton-
on-Arrow 1947,

I (Atabof::llll.m.onsw be{.lm.inbﬁghtmnn
ow Caple four observers telescope an eagle cruising
at about their own level. The bird was most bly an

immature sea eagle or perhaps an escaped captive Gol Eagle.]

98. HONEY-BUZZARD. Pernis apivorus apivorus (L.)
Formerly summer visitor and breeding, but now extinct in
the county.
Bury Some few years since the honey-buzzard
was not uncommon, but it has now
peﬁecng er_yof th o Mm
on & : ;
10 3 since the Hereford bird-
ot i W B e P
u em every Vear.
In 1880 three were brought from
Whitfield to be stuffed. The old bird
was sold at a bazaar in aid of St
Devereux church, and for the !
birds the keeper asked the prohﬁtory
price of £5.
HUTCHINSON Rare resident from May to November.

% Whitfield, 1877.
Bred at Bishop's-wood. Ross, 1895
—eges taken and old birds killed.
W.C.T., 1869 A female shot from her nest in Newent
p. 72 Wood.* The nest contained three eggs.
Zoloalggln. 1879 In 1877 the honey-buzzard nested at
P

Whitfield, The were taken and
m.owuwsmﬁm'

The Field The butler at Gayton Hall reports a
Aug. 20th, 1881 glo::g-bmrd trapped in Queen's

The Naturalist's A pair of honey-buzzards shot this

Journal summer on an estate within 5 miles of

1895, p. 276 Ross. Two cggs were also taken

Zoologist, 1911 The latest record of nesting in England

p. 149 aggunmbe from H‘:nrgfo:ﬂshim in
1895. (F. C. R. Jourdain.)

‘Ditto, p. 199 “T1 found the honey-buzzard's egg on
8th June, 1867, in Penyard Wood, in
an old nest—relined—of the common
buzzard.




In 1868 I disturbed a honey-buzzard
from an old buzzard’s nest in Hacker’s
Hole, about half a mllefrom Penyard
Wood". (Letter of W. C. Palmer,)

* In 1883 (or 1885) a honey-buzzard
m seen on  various occasions at

Y. by members of the (hnet
family.” (Letter from Mr. G. N.
Carter.)

Let us hope that both this beautiful harmless bird and the
kiumymmtousuﬂnbnuudndnvmhmdone.nnd
that, if they do, bath the gamekeeper and the collector will give
vmecﬁonaudnotmolesnheemonhcpamhrds

100. HEN-HARRIER, Cb'cm cvaneus cvaneus (L)

Rare winter visitor,
_AbomlS?Onotmfmqu seen in the Ross district, at
Bncli:’tp;l. Monnington and e. (Bull, quoting Rev,

There are five county records for the 1870's and 80's and
six in the present century, up to 1950, after which date HO.C.
mual reports mention it most yean. mosdy in autumm or winter,

but occasionally in April or May. See also note on next species
(Montagu’s harrier.)

102. MONTAGU'S HARRIER. Circus pygargus (L).
Rare vagrant.
A pair was seen at Ross-on- 15th September, 1945,
(B.B 39:192) e

Repomdhmenpp secn!ntheoountymreceivedwhh
derable regularity. In many cases are unable to
decidebet\vun this nndtheumcdinnspeciu Some no doubt
are Montagu's, especially in all probability those occurring in late
spring and summer, prior to the recent nation-wide decline in the

103. OSPREY. Pandion haliaétus haliaétus (L.)
Rare passage migrant,
BurL Onlegv,v’as shot near Fownhope in October,

An adult bird frequented the decoy pool, Shobdon, from 23rd
till 29th September, 1949. The next day an osprey was seen at
Cabalva on the Wye near Whitney, wherc it was seen daily until
mid-October. On 16th October one was seen at Whitchurch-on-
Wye, ltispmsm'ned that these reports refer to the same bird.

- Itis noftewo'x;lh;o although ithc ;:gg;cy was umprecgreed:d in
e county for the 3 preced there have no
el e e S s S
§ a time o 1
and the resumption of breedingthcmtmm 1954 gsnwards. The
Herefordshire records occur most commonly in April and August
anb'er.ltnecmsprobablethatthe‘lya orms ofa
route continued northwards via the Shropshire
and the Lake District 1o the Scottish highlands.

104, HOBBY. Falco subbuteo subbuteo (L.)

BuLL, Not infrequent throughout the wooded
districts of the county.

HUTCHINSON Rare, resident from May to September,

Horne A few appear most summers,

The hobby is a regular summer visitor in very small numbers,

It probably nests annuslly in the county, but the bird does not
constantly usethemmeloenhtyasudoennmeolhcrpamol
Birds are seen every summer, and hnedinghas heen
proved to occur {and to have been successful) on 15 occasions
since 1950—the last having been in 1974,

105, PEREGRINE FALCON. Falco peregrinus peregrinus
(Tunst,)

Bun. A very rare visitor to Herefordshire,

HUTCHINSON Now a rare visitor but formerly bred in
the county.

Horne An occasional visitor.

Until 1958 the peregrine bred regularly just beyond the county

y. Tt has not bred in the Black Mountains since that

date. This is part of the debacle which overtook the specics as a

result of poisoning by insecticides. Though nesting across the

border the bird used to hunt regularly in Hemfon!shm and even

took up winter quarters in our river valleys. Since the desertion

of the Welsh eyries, the bird is seen only occasionally, foraging
or on

107. MERLIN. Falco columbarius aesalon (Tunst.)
Regular visitor, August till March. May breed?
Bury Usually a winter visitor, but sometimes
stays to breed in Herefordshire, The
Rev, Clement Ley has taken its eggs
in May from beneath the heather on
the Fwddog mountain,
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