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Editorial Messageby Rosalind Lowe
| must apologise to ARS members on two counts:

firstly that it has been so long since you have received a copy of HAN. As you know, this has
been because we did not have enough papers submitted to make a decent volume.

secondly, thatoo many of the papers in this HAN are by me, some of them lengthy. HAN gives
us the space to record buildings, in particular, in a more detailed way than is possible in the
/ £ dzo Q &ran¥akctibngWhether papers are written in consequenata field visit by the ARS

or the main Club, or as the result of being asked by the owner to make a survey, a lot of effort
goes into researching the history and topography of the isiterder to give a rounded picture
Hopefully these notes on sourcanake the paper more interesting for ARS readers.


http://www.woolhopeclub.org.uk/

Moor Abbey, Middletorron-the-Hill by R@alindLowe and David Lovelaagith contributions from
Rosamund Skelton, John Freeman, Edward SaterJoan Grundy

David Lovelace organised a field meeting on 16 May 2015 for the main Woolhope Club, initially to
seea22N) ! 60S28Qa KAAG2NRO fIyRaoOlILS FSIddaNBEa I yR
growth measurement experiment he was conducting. Two Club mesb&zZRosalind)l.owe and
Rosamund Skelton, had made a survey of some of the farm buildings in 2013 to assist an application
for funding for renovation. As this had been successful and the work completed, it was decided that
the visit could be extended toover the buildings and the historical research that had taken place in
2013. Twenty Clubmembers and friends enjoyed a full day at Moor Ahbéde were fortunate to
havewith us expert members John Freeman (place names), Edward Peters and John Grumdy (far
buildings and their use) and Robert Walkdo\{ecotes) to give us their views.

WYaz22N) ! 60SeQ LXIOS yIYS
Ly GKS NBOSyid LI ad AG KFra 0SSy o0StASOSR GKIG (K.
of a monastic establishment. 2 6 SOGSNE W2 KYy CNBSYlIyYy (2fR YB8YO0OSNAE
a corruption of the name of the original owners of the astalhe first mention of Moor Abbey
appears to be in ¢.1280x90 in the cartularies of Reading Abbey, when John de St Aubin granted the
manor ofLa More, Westintonend Witesyto the abbey.Westintoneand Witesy, both nhames now
lost, appear also to have beém or near Middleton on the Hill. A John de Sancto Albino (St Aubin),
possibly another John, had held the manor of Middleton in 1243 (Book of Fees). In 1291 Leominster
Priory, the daughtehouse of Reading Abbey, had two carucate$/ata. Then in the 128 Assize
Roll the Abbot of Reading and six others are accused of disseising Adam Aubyn of his free tenement
in Westiton'and More Aubyn iuxta Leoministrin 1386 Reading Abbey acquired the whole lordship
of Awbynsmorefrom William Awbyn. In 1407 the nams againMoreaubyn but in 1595 we find
Moreabynand in1609* Moore Abin By165% the name had reached more or less its modern form,
Moore Abbyinc.1675 it was described as 'a gentile seat of John Waldron' (Blount's collections for a
history ofHerefordshire).

So we can trace the development of the name from the simeMore through More
Aubyn Awbynsmoreand Moreabynto Moor Abbey The additionAbbeyseems to have been a
refashioning ofAubyn Abyn by the process known as fedtymology (the eplacement of an
unfamiliar, 'opaque' form by a more familiar, 'transparent' one). The change was understandable
and not inappropriate, since the place had formerly been a possession of Reading Abbey.

Moor Abbey history
As part of the 2013 survey, soméstorical research was done because this can point to changes of
ownership when major building work is often undertaken. Since 2013, the closure of Herefordshire
Record Office has put a stop to the research, though more early information can probablynie fo

At the Dissolution theoropertiesof Leominster Priory, which belonged to Reading Abbey,
including Moor Abbey came into the possession of the Croinnthe form of the manor of
Leominster. It was then granted to various tenants who would normally just have taken the revenue.
James | granted it this favouriteGeorge Villiers, Marquis, later the 1st Duke, of Buckingh&me.
latter wasassassinated ih628when in histhirties, while his son George was still an infant. George
HYR YSSRSR Y2ySeé FyR adzZllaSRfe &az2tfR az22NJ !066S
possibly about 1630. George had a gift for alienating people, and he was lucky to be ayiketmish
possessions after the restoration of Charles Il in 1660. In spite of the Civil War, there is a book in
Herefordshire Record Office dated 1651 which contains a list dh@lPnd DukeQ @ LINR LISNIi A S &
Herefordshire which had fallen into té Yy R& 2F | Sy NE al NISyxX azy 27F 2
Moor Abbey is shown among them, and the acreage of Moor Abbey belonging to Thomas Phillips is
given. Freehold landholders had to pay an annual fee to the lord of the manor of Leominster, in this
case, whichwas Marted. Y2y 3 (GKS yIFYSR FAStRa A& Wl 2ThRJIA I NRQ
2nd Duke died childless in 1687, and his property was dispersed, but in any case Moor Abbey had
goneg | & y2 f2y3aASNI AY . dzOtimey IKI YQa 26y SNBKAL) 60& (K;
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The KHME surveyors noted in 1933 that there was a damaged fireback in one of the
outhouses, with the date 1637 and the initials PC (or could it be CP?).

In 1671 a Matthew Pitt of Moor Abbey died. He was a rich man who left all his property to
the children of Is sister Mary who was married to a John Waldron. They had numerous children
AyOf dzZRAYy3 | @&2dzy3ASN) a2y al 0GKSgz G2 6K2Y3 az22NJ !
This Matthew and his wife, another Mary, had a son and heir Matthew. Matthew Waldnoiors
had money difficulties and in 1719, with the agreement of his wife and heir, he leased the farm and
part of the house to John Smith of Edwin Ralph, while retaining the use of a good part of the
farmhouse? This lease specifically mentions that Snfith R Wi KS @&2dzy3 K2LR I NR A
fA0SNIe& (2 Odzi R2¢6y YR OFNNE K2LILRfSaxiz2 G§KS al
RNEAY3I (KS K2LAQ® {YAOGK Ffa2 KIFIR fAO0SNIeée G2 wOdzx
thedryingd K2 LJA &K2dz R GKS NI {0 SN2 ol dasioeiy/&iew kiris As
0§ KSNB &KL f Doesthis nedhGhatihkrg wa® Qready a hop kiln, but more may have been
built?

No mention is made of pigeons or squatss notable exceptior & { YAGKQ& ONRLJA ¢
the price for adovecoteand an arrangement would need to be made about the rights to the squabs.
These were an important source of quality meat early in the year and again in the later summer, and
had a high selling price.

Thel8th century and later

By 1737 Matthew Waldroof Moor Abbey raised a mortgage for £240 with Thomas Smith of Stoke,

Burford?® In this deed it says that Matthew Pitt had purchased Moor Abbey from George, late Duke

of Buckingham and Reynold Graham, theSatJ LINB a dzyYl 6f & K2f RAy3 GKS 5dz
place the date of the purchase between 1660 and 1671.

It is not entirely clear how Moor Abbey came into the possession of the Edmunds family, but
the John Edmunds who owned it in 1841 was married irb#880Ann Pitt. He had two sons, John
George and Thomas. Thomas ran the farm as a bailiff, initially for his brother John George who
disappeared from Moor Abbey in the 1850s. Thomas had four sons, John George, Thomas, Richard
and George Henry. George Hertigd in 1907, Thomas in 1916 and Richard in 1938, all having
remained single. Richard appears in a court case in 1918, when he was fined for not cultivating the
nominated amount of land under the various acts put in place because of WWI. It is clear that
possibly because of manpower shortages Moor Abbey and the other farms he ofBilbdry,
Nunupton and Draytonyere largely uncultivated and in some cases infested with rats.

The layout of Moor Abbey buildings

)
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Figure 1. 1841 tithe map showimguse (red) anc Figure 2. The 1885 OS map; the buildil
farm buildings (green), most around the yard.  surveyed in 2013 in darker green to the north.
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The 2013 survey
In 2013 Roz and Rosamunetre unable to access all rooms in the buildings for safety or security
reasons, but member Edward Peters had made a survey of these some years before.

The buildingsurveyedare in two lots: firstly, a long range of buildingsthe north-west of
the farmyard, comprisingparts known as granary, dovecotecowhouse hay barn and an open
building with silos(see Fig. 3)secondly, a separate building which may have been a \vashe
cookhouse and/or brewery with an attached bell tow&r west of thefirst block On the tithe map
a small buildings shownto the north-west of the long range, but is unlikely be the tower alone.

What is not apparent from the maps is that the land slopes sharply from the south down to
the farmyard, when it levels ouSprings rise on the hillside and feed the pond below the house. The
wide curved roadway or track to the south of the house, shown separated from the house by a fence
in the tithe map, is higher than the level of the pond below the house, the northernofvalhich is
considerably built up to retain the water. Whether in fact there wasvet moat originally is
therefore open to question, though the 1719 lease specifically mentiiisK S DI NRSYy 6A (K
MoteQX @ KA OK O2 dz R -eastoftie hass asiire is KoDther atnifde it.

The main range of farm buildings surveyed

in 1933

LMM visibll.i MOOR ABBEY

Plan of range of farm buildings
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Figure 3. Plan of the large block of buildings, annotated with names and descriptions.
(Basic plan by kind permission of V. Thurgood)
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Left and right : Buildings in Feb. 2013
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Figure 4. Front asouth-east elevation of the granary, dovecote and barn range.
(Elevation by kind permission of V. Thurgood)
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Figure 5. Rear or nortvest elevation of the granary, dovecote and barn range.
(Elevation by kind permission of V. Thurgood)
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Hop kilns

From historical material going back at least until 165 itlear that hogrowing was a source of

income which carried on into the 20th century. At the rear of the granary block a pair of late brick

built hop-kilns hare been recently demolished. Next tthem, but now inaccessible, were the

remains of another, earlier pair, probably later 18téntury, identified by Edward Peterslis
O2YYSyia INB 3IAGSYy Ay ljd2(Sadwdad atrasS o FNRY K
backwards] dates from theecond half of the 18th century for haprying internal kilns of this type

normal in the area from the 18th century up ¢01840s. | was able to see inside the ground floor in
HANnpdQ 'a ¢S KFE@PS aSSy SINIASNE GKSNB gl a aFfl 2

Site of 19th C Ly GKS SINIASNI ¢6Ay3d 6SKAYR GKS 3N
brick-built kilns room had two floor beams, indicating a passage across the building again
roof truss, with a longitudinal beam from it, forming two square areas,

18thC | 18th C . . .
K?In l K:In kilns. "he drying floors will have been some two feet above the present uj

""""" floor level, to help the draught. Whether there was a cow! or ventilator on
roof to let out the hot air is not now apparent, as the rafters have b
renewed.
The hops will have beebrought in by the gabkend door upstairs ir
the granary[and] taken to the kilns [and] after drying spread out on the up)
floor to cool etc. The presence of a hop pocket hole in the larger part of
granary suggests that at least by this stage thengry was no longer so use
Figure6. Kilnplan 2 3 A G Y2@SR (2 G(KS K2dzaSKQ
The four openings in the rear gable relate to the kilns added in the late 1870s or early 1880s,
replacing the two internal ones. The new kilns had conesode$ S (G KS w/ 1 a9 LIK20G2 0C

Granary

V.7.B.430.

Figure 7. Photograph taken by the RCHME surveysus/ey made in 1933. Note the hop kiln cone
visible on the left. Note too the clay tiles on the granary and dovecote roofs, and the corrugated iron
roof over thecowhouse and barn. (By kind permissiorEafglish Heritage ©)

Theoriginal buildings in this rangeay have beetimber-framed There is glinth, which can just be
seen in Fig.,/ut this could have been an original part of the stone wall.
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WeKS RNBAY3I Ff 22N g2 difs Bf thg lp@ed openBdS yThefrésl@dant ¢ A ( K
kilns would then have been refloored at the same level as the granary. This floor was again remade
€.1960 when a stair inserted 311880 was removed (information from farmer, 2009).

In the upper storey of thgranarynear the entrance doorsia mechanical hepressby W.

Weeks & Co. of Maidstone, whose company records start in 1892. This steeds hole in the
floor where the long hogpocket would have been insertedhere was another pocket hole in the
grarary floor nearer the dovecote; the latter is accessed only from the upper floor of the granary.

Apotropaic signs in this case daisy wheel
noted in 2013 on thevall between thegranary
and the dovecotehave now been protected by
perspex sheetinglhae are also some graffiti ol
the wall opposite the entrance from the sic
aidsSLlae alreéeay3 We¢K2Y
G2 aNJ 9RYdzyRa 27F (KS

Figure 8. Graffiti with sketch of dovecote?

Granary and cider house

Edward considers that the granadates from the late 17th to early 18th centuries, and that the
room underneath was probably always intended for cider making. Downstairs, a door in the south
west gable has been blocked by the outside stone steps to the granary (and dovecote) upstairs. Th
cider press has had its top beam replaced, which is dated 1827. The upper floor has always had two
rooms from an early stage, but the reason for this is not clear. The dormer window on theessith

face of the granary is well shown in the 1893 Watkim®to (Fig. 11). The square leaded lights
shown in 1893 and 1933 have gone, but the decorative side pieces and framing above remain.

Figure 9. The souttvest face of the block, lookin Figure 10Detail of the inbuilt gableotes.
towards the brickbuilt 19th-century hop kilns.

The welglazed and decorative dormer window in the granary is something of a mystery, as it seems
inappropriate for such an outbuilding. Perhaps it was moved from the house when this \vastre

or re-furbished.
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Figure 11. Photograph of the sou#iast face of the main range, showin
0dzAf RAy3az GKS R2NN¥SNI Ay (KS WINIYINEBQ |¥yR GKS
gabled dovecote roof, the box cote below the window and what Ididesa louver for the birds to

enter on the top. This latter had gone by 1933 after theaefing had taken place (see Fig. 7).

The exterior of this dovecote bears a resemblance to that at Upper Bache, Kimbolton, shown on
L3S mnanm 27F T Doehdies andl DoyeSokeE éf Herefordshitich is thought to be
dated 1747 Kimbolton is very near to Middleton.
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Dovecote (dovecote) and cart shed
The next building in the rangeas possibly aart-shed withthe dovecote or pigeothouse above. In
2013 the wooden nedboxes were falling from the walls, and the stone floor was unsafe.

Figure 12. Interior of the dovecote viewed fro Figure 13. The roof timbers in 2013, taken w
the granary upper floor in 2013. difficulty as there was no acceto the dovecote.

Figure 14. View of the new ne: Figure 15. The roughbut joists in the cart shed under th
boxes put in the dovecote. dovecote.
The stone floor hasmow been strengthenedand new stone put in where necessakiyhen the
buildings were surveyed in 2013 we were surprised at the crude nature of the joists in the cart shed
and the roof timbers in the dovecote. The only timber to be finished to the usual standard in the cart
shedis the lintel which supports the front openingand then only at the front where it will be
visible. However, Edward Peters comments that this lack of finish ismstual®

'S areay WL Y KFLLER ¢A0K (GKS R2 @&fomine o6SAy3
NE2F aKILISsY |fa2 ¢gA0GK GKSNB KIFI@Ay3d 6SSy g22RSy
2013 survey we were concerned to identify if there were signs of an early, medieval dovecote, which
could be expected to have stone nesting hoteslt into the walls, and might have had monastic
connections. It seems unlikely that the collapsed nest boxes seen in 2013 were original, as they were
far too clean to have housed pigeons for 300 yéarke junction between the gabled walls and the
roof are full of holes which would have allowed the birds to esc@pe.doorway from the granary is

HAN 83 2015 Page 15



low, as was usual in dovecotes. The cart shed has two windows, one blocked at thEhee&ntels
are reused timber from an earlier buildin@ Ré I NRQ& 2 LAY A2y JpgeningKl i (GKSa$s

/

Figure 16. The rear of the dovecote in 2013.

Note the cowhouse, which appears from the front to have been added to the dovecote, is brought
forward from the Ine of the wall of the dovecote.Edward thinks there was a {@aan the back of
the dovecote, the rafters being fitted to the inserted timber just below the string course; the string
course does not appear on the front of the building. This often appeadsvecotes, as somewhere
for the pigeons to perch before entering. Fegabled roofs also gave the birds a sheltered side of
the building to rest on, but in this case it is probably a-doprse to waterproof the junction of the
leanrto roof and the wall

At the front of the dovecote, Fig. 11, originally it was thought that this was designed as a
cartshed when the dovecote was built. However, the infill of the wide opening, which stands a little
proud of the line of the building as is seen by the shadovthe Watkins photo, has been carefully
NBodAfl ALK GKS WLIEAYGKQ fAYS NizyyAy3d (KNERdJIzAK
lower floor of the granary, which seems to be contemporary with the door to the dovecote
immediately above itSuch a doorwaymight be neededto unload material in the drylt proved
impossible to take a photograph in 2015 comparable to Fig. 16, owing to the large stack of bales in
front of it. The area above the stringing ha®w been rendered.

Cowhouse and Hayloft

Owing to the possibly unsafe nature of the cowhouse ceiling access was not possible in 2013, but
9RgI NR RAR &adzZNBSeé AG AYy wnndpd® IS aleasz 2F GKS o
wall original, probably late 18thentury. Slit vents retang to the cowhouse, triangular would not

have worked there....The rear projection [of the cowhouse is a ] contemporary calfpen. Loft over for
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hay or straw, dropped into rear feeding passage. Loft filled through dormer or opening in wall to
0 | NJ/ ®© YundyBadys/thatizékth animal would have been tethered to the upright poles.

[

Figure 17. Interior of cowhouse, showing the middle feec Figure 18. Chamfered and pegg
passage. beams and uprights of stalls.

Barn
The threshing floor is o SY G NBS® 9Rgl NRQaA @ASé A& franted barn Wi KA &
which did not reach up to the dovecote, two trusses to the natist end reused from that, see
mortices and pegholes for [the] wall posts. Noeson the underside of the tiebeams indicate cress
framing in the timbetframed barn, not apparently repeated in the stone one. The roof trusses in the
southrwest half date from the stone rbuilding. Joan suggested that although the maps show no
porch facing the fanyard, there may have been a pentice.
The leartos on the back of the barn were added, the longer one was originally-rpeted
F2N) £22aS8S OFLiGt SoddQ W2y y2iS5a GKFG Ad Aa adzNL
with triangular holes, witch would have allowed easy access to the pigediey could have
accessed the barand hayloft via the window in the dovecqtehichmay indicate that the dovecote
was not important at the time the stone hayloft/barn building was put apthat it may have had a
shutter. The wall of the barn next to the silo store has triangular vents, indicating that this end was
next to the open air.

Building with silos

Edward notes thathis building was a cartshed at one timaut there is much reised timber. Cut

off joists show that there may have been an upper floor which would have been weak. The tithe map
is a puzzle here, and may indicate a l¢éanthough the angle of the end of the building is strange.

Other farm buildings not examined

There are two otherubstantial buildings around the farmyard, not the subject of the grant and not
examined in 2013. One is a large barn with slit vents all up its north gable with-tolesached,
housing a large bull in 2013 (F&9). The othel(Fig. 23) was a stable.
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Figure 19Barn gable next to hayloft. Figure 20. Barn gable next to silo store

b .“‘ ‘7

Figure22. Gable ofbarn to northeast of farmyard. Figure 3. Building to east side of farmyard.
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The belltower and attached building
The tithe map(Fig. 1)showsa small square building but not in the right pplace, and the 1884 map
(Fig. 2) shows it in the correct position with the attached building, a later addition.

Figure 24. Bell tower in 2013. Figure 25. Cookhouse/Brewhouse attached to tower in 201

Loy

Figure 26. Bell tower showing plinth
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The bell in the bell tower was supposedly used to summon the hands to their meal in the attached
building which is in two parts, with a copper and a bickit hearth in the part nearest the tower.

The lowest part of the tower has a plinth but it may modicate rebuilding if stone slabs were laid
across to act as a damp course in the boggy situatiba remains of the moat lie above it as can be
seen in Fig. 27. This building has been renovated and is now watertight.

Figure 27. Renovated bell tewand building in 2015.

There are twdDutch barnsboth havng curved corrugated iron roofsOn the barn ¢ the north-east
of the barn range which is theearlier of the two,there isno visible maker's platélhis hasitmber
wallplatesand tie beams with iron raking struts to roof sheeir®n posts with iron braces to the
timber tie beams and wall plates. Le#ws have beemadded on each side, and also an addition to
the front. Comparing the various maps supplied is instructive. Dittieh barn to thenorth-eastof
the main range is not in the same orientation as the current one, confirmed by aerial photos.
Unfortunately, the 1972 map doesn't go far enougbrth to be quite certain what has happened
here.

The other barn facethe ban range. The naker's plateis of Alexander & Duncan Ltd, Lion
Works, Leominster dateable, as it became a limited company in 1¥1Phere ardron roof trusses,
to fit curved roof sheets no iron rods. It has hadeanto's added on each side, of difent dates,
one fairly recent(Dutch barn information from Joan Grundy)

Historical information about the farm buildings

John Freeman has pointed out since the meeting that the 1609 féimtaludes a description of the
house and buildings occupied mha Phillipps:
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Dom' mansio' iii spac’, unum horr" iii spac', unum bovil' ii spac’, gardin’, pomar' et CI'm adiacen’ cont'
per est' 1 acr'

A dwellinghouse of 3 'spaces' (rooms or bays), a barn of 3 'spaces' (?bays), a byre of 2 'spaces’, a
garden, an orchard and close adjoining, containing by estimation 1 acre

The 1719 lease details

The 1719 lease from the Waldrons to John Smith spellsrogbme detail the obligations on both

sides, allows deductions to be made about the farming activities at the time. Common form and
dzyy SOS&aal NE NBLSGAGAZY A& AYRAOIGSR 08 WYoddQd Y

Whis indenture made 22day of March..1719 Between Matthew Waldron thelder of the Moor Abby

in the parish of Middletoron-the-Hill in Co. Hereford gent. Mary his wife and Matthew Waldron the
younger of the City of London hosier their son and John Smith of the parish of Edvin Ralph in co.
aforesaid yeoman of the other part.[Waldrons have] demised... to Smith ... Moor Abby... in the
parish of Middletoron-the-Hill... house outhouses buildings barns statitescider millfolds gardens
orchards lands arable meadows leasows feedings pasture groundd@mgdround[etc] All which sd
messuage [etc] now in the possession of the said Matthew Waldron the eddeeft..The Hall
Parlour pantry and chambers over them the two garrets over the dair¢g#nrden within the Motethe
summering of a horse The youngpyard in the Haysand liberty to cut down and carry hoppoles of

the sd premises to the sd hopyard and the libertynake use of a kilfor drying the hops which shall

grow in the sd hopyard And also the fish pools and all and all manner of Timbestareifig growing

and being upon the said premises and free liberty to fall and cut down and carry of the same And also
all mines and minerals of what nature and kind soever and free liberty to raise and dig stone and carry
of the same allowing reasonabsatisfaction for the damage that shall or may be done thereby. And
also the liberty to cut down and carry of the sd demised premises all sufficient and necessary firewood
for the use of the sd Matthew Waldron the elder Mary his wife and Matthew Waldrerydlunger

their heirs and assighs

To have and to hold the sd messuage [etc]...twelve years... the yearly rent of 92 pounds and 10
shillings of lawful money at Michaelmas and Lady Day... and paying therefore one Hogshead of cider
(over and above the rgs above mentioned) out of every 20 Hogsheads which shall be mnie...
furthermore that the said John Smith...will during the said term well and sufficiently repair...
messuage(except the roof of the same and the windows in that part of the house lmfoepted and
referred) and all outhouses edifices and buildings thereunto belonging in good reparation and order...
And the same in such good reparation and order shall and will deliver up unto the said Matthew
Waldron [etc] at the expiration...of the satdrm And..the said John Smith...shall not during the sd
term crop cut down or grub up ar9ak Ash Asp[en?] or Poplamwithout consent. And Alsothat the

sd John Smith shall ...use and employ in and upon the sd premises and not elsewherelayl gtiew
[straw?] and fodderwhich shall be raised upon the sd premises and shall use and employ dilrige

and compostthence issuing? upon the sd premises and not elsewhere and shall leave sitahe

dung and hoppolesat the end of the said term for these of the said Matthew Waldron [etc}And
Alsothat the said John Smith..shall not ...plough break up or convert into tillage or hop ground any of
the antient pasture or meadowgrounds (except orchards) without consent...

And the sd Matthew Waldron [etc].shallcovenant and grant to...the sd John Smith...they...shall and
will pay and discharge the land tax for the premises and half the window tax and all payments for the
tenements in proportion to the rent paid for the same during the sd tekmd alsowill keep in good

and sufficient reparation and order the roof of the dwelling house and all that part of it before
excepted and reserveddnd Alsowill allow and pay fothree tuns of Coalgearly according to the

price thereof at thecoal pitts'? during the sd term for the use of the sd John Smith ...in that part of the
house before excepted and referenced as often as he or they shall have occasibAlso will build

one or two new kilnsas there shall be occasionAnd Alsowill erect and build a newchamber
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chimneyor allow the said John Smithis executors administrators and assigns the use of one in that
part of the house before excepted and reserved as often as they shall have occasion

And Alsothat it shall...be lawful...for the said John Smittio have and cut down of in and upon the sd
premises sufficient and necessary house baid [hedge boot plough boot weirsid boot and fire

boot during the sd term so be aforesaid employed upon the said premig&sd.Alsothat it shall...be
lawful...for the said John Smith...to have and break up any quantityopfroundnot exceeding ten
acres and to have and put down Hoppoles of the said premises for poleing the same during the said
term leaving them behind as aforesaid at the end of the term Ani$ hereby agreed that the
fishpoole meadowshall be a part of the said hopgroushd Alsothat it shall...be lawful...for the said
John Smith...yearly and every year during the said term to...cut down three cords of wood to make
coal [charcoal] for thedrying of hopsif there shall be occasion and two dozenhafgsheads hoops
yearly to be used upon the premises and not elsewh&nel Alsoit shall...be lawful for the sd John
Smith...to have the use of the Fold and the beasthouse and some convenientddiaruhis cattle to

sit and lie upon until the first day of May next after the end of the said téxnd Alsoit shall be lawful

for John Smith...to have the standing and growing of all such winter corn and barley that shall be
standing and growing... fahe said term until harvest next after the end of the said term without
paying anything and therefore with Free liberty and use of a barn to house the said grain in and to
thresh and winnow the same and shall also have the use of some convenient roomes gaitl
messuage or dwelling house keep the said grairand to lodge servants in until the first day of May
next after the housing of the said grafknd alsothe said John Smith...at and under the yearly rents
reservations covenants agreements herein dvef referred and expressed and contained shall and
quietly and peacefully have hold use posses and enjoy the said demised premises with their
appurtenances during the said term without the let suit or hindrance of the said Matthew Waldron
[etc]. W

On theoutside of this deed there is a note that John Smith will also pay the 10s tithe and also that
after 3 years he can leave the lease upon payment of a fine.

As remarked before, if there was an active dovecote at this time it seems extraordinary that it was
not mentioned in the lease; there is a cider mill; there does seem to be a hopkiln already in existence
which the Waldrons reserve the right to use, and they will covenant to build one or two new kilns if

there is occasion. Smith is allowed to keep h&@rgfand house his servants) in a room in the house.
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The historic landscape around Moor Abbey

Figure 3. The current layout of the fields at Moor Abbey, with thath of the landscape walk
shown as a red and white line. the smaller loop beivajked before lunch, the larger after. For
north see Fig. 2which is on the same orientation. Field names and numbers are taken from the
1841 tithe map, those in brackets were not part of the Moor Abbey estate at that time.
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Figure ®. The same landape from the 1884 OS first edition 25 inch map. Note the remarkable

continuity of field boundaries. Trees which were the subject of special interest on walking around

are filled in red; the growth experiment tree is ringed in red near the top right ofrthp.
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Figure30. The 1841 tithe map rotated to the same orientation as the other maps. The easiest way to
access Moor Abbey is off the B4112 which runs along the bottom left of this picture. The way
through the farmyard is of a lower status and origipalould have come across an open field.
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No Name Type Acreage

420 Lower Hounds Furlong Pasture 11-0-31
422  Glass Croft Meadow 14-2-33
523 Far field leys Ashbed 0-1-33
524  Far Hays Pasture 7-2-19
525 Hays Orchard Or & Arable 3-1-27
526  TylersWell Orchard and Sally bed Meadow 4-2-27
527 Broadmeadow Hopyard Hops 2-3-30
528 Broadmeadow Meadow 7-3-11
529 Lower Gatehouse field Arable 4-0-14
530 Broadsuch? Meadow Meadow 5-0-30
531 Hounds Furlong Pasture 6-1-32
536  Upper Hounds Furlong Pasture 3-0-35
537 Ashbed Plantation 0-1-10
702  Sheeping field Arable 10-0-13
705 Sheeping Leys Pasture 9-2-4
706 Ashbed Plantation 0-3-27
707 Left hand Cowpasture Pasture 9-1-33
708 Pear Tree Orchard Or & Arable 1-1-16
709 Vineyard Orchard Or &Arable 1-1-35
710 Upper Gatehouse Field Arable 6-1-30
711 Upper in Broadmeadow Meadow 2-2-31
712 Middle Gatehouse Field Arable 6-2-35
713  Fishpool meadow Meadow 4-3-24
714 Hays Hopyard Hopyard 3-3-14
715 First Hays Meadow 2-2-0
716 The Bogs Meadow 5-2-4
717  Large Pool Water 0-3-29
718 Nursery between pools 0-0-25
719  Fish Pool meadow Or & pasture 2-0-23
720 Homestead and Orchard 3-0-9
721 Rickyard & Nursery 0-2-28
722  Garden & Nursery 0-1-15
723 Paddock Pasture 1-2-8
724 BogsOrchard and Nursery Or & Arable 3-0-22
725  Stonehill Field Or & Arable 3-0-18
726  Stonehill well field Arable 12-0-19
727  Stonehill well nursery Meadow 3-0-13
794  Cuckoo bed Pasture 4-3-36
795 Right hand cowpasture Pasture 10-1-0
796 Tuggd.eys and nursery Arable 6-3-26
797  Tuggs Leys Field Arable 7-0-14

Table 1. Field names of the More Abbey estate owned by John Edmonds in 1841 from the tithe
apportionment book. Pasture marked in red shows signs of having been wood pasture, as do fields
pop YR podZ y2i LINI 2F a22NJ 'o0o6S@d poun (2 pon
Edmonds but as part of the Middleton House estate.
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Landscape visit morning session

aSYOSNEQ O NBE ¢ SNB LIBONAnG before ispektyidRtheGarm BulRlings yhe CA 3 @
group followed David Lovelace to look at some of the trees and landscape featuresuBexithe

1884ma i SRAUGAZ2Y h{ Hpé¢ YI L) ( beedriatked. ThetirdlBap Fayolr A J A R dz
and field names were compared with a recent aerial survey. Although a number of fields were
RSAAIYIGSR da WLI adds2NBQ Ay GKS GAGKS FTLILRNIAZ2YY
LI addzNBS Q> F & hicK frédated SHe Rithe imjs Sudd shbwed evidence of ancient
pollarding. From the woodlantype field names it was possible to identify stikisting alder woods

and areas where haopoles had been plantedid ash woodpasture still exis at Moor Abbey.

Figure31. Members walked diagonally across field 707 (Left hand Cowpasture) along the trackway
shown in the 1884 OS map.

Field 707 is shown asfield without treesn the1841 tithe mag? However, before the far boundary

is reached the trackway csees a significant ditch with one tree of substantial girth. The boundary
between 707 and 706 (Ashbed) is also marked by a ditch. The track leads on through between 706
and an alder plantation into 705 (Sheeping Leys). The alder plantation has been nmadé ou
Sheeping Leys, as it was not shown on the tithe map, but was there by 1884.

Figure 32. The upper end of the ditch at th Figure 33. The alder plantation carpeted wit
boundary between 707 and 706 (Ashbed). bluebells.

The oak we had come to examine lay in this section between the two blocks of woodland. The girth
was measured at just over eight metres. Members then returtwadards the parked carand from
there to the farmyard buildings.

HAN 83 2015 Page 27



Figure34. The oak above thtrackway. Figure 3. The girth measurkjust over 8m.

Landscape visi afternoon session

After eating our sandwiches and drinking cups of tea supplied by our hosts in their warm farmhouse
kitchen, the second part of the landscape visit went throtighfarmyard and shortly passed along a
straight stretch of road between Upper Gatehouse Field (710) on the uphill side and Middle
Gatehouse Field (712) and Lower Gatehouse Field (529) which now form one field on the downhill.

Figure . Upper Gatehose Field (710)

CNREY (KS YlILA YR GKS tAS 2F GKS flIyR FyR (KS
must have been originally one long open field. In the 1651 and 1609 surveys the names of the fields
are given and an attempt has been made tonpare them (Table 2). There is no point in comparing
acreages as given, though the 1651 list seems to compare in size with the tithe map in some fields.
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Figure 3. Middle and Lower Gatehouse fields, now one (712 and 529).

Date:1651 Type:size a.r.p Date:1609 Type: a.r.p
Moore Abbey house etc  1-0-34 Dwelling house etc. la
Ashe greene Meadow M:1-3-8 Ashgrové M:2r
Broad Cuche? Meadow  M:4-3-0 Broadsitych? M:la+
Little Meadow M:0-3-12
Broad Meadow M:8-3-0 Broad Meadowe M:2a
Hudele Meadow M:3-1-0 Huddell M:la+
Pirrie Meadow M:3-0-0 Pirrye meadowe M:la+
Pirrie Meadow Hedland ~ M:2-1-29 Pirrie meadowe headland M:2r
Haies Meadow M:2-0-18 The Nether hayes M:2r
Eastod Meadow M:2-0-0 Easton meadowe M:2r
Hounsfurlonge plock M:2r
Oldfeilde P2a
Upper Whitefeilde Pla
Lower whitefeilde Pla
New Tyndinge P+a
Upper Moore P:180-32 Upper Moore P2a+
Lower Hayes P:62-16
Lower Marshe P:23-0
Hoppiard P:00-24
Over Hownsfurr Land P:40-6
Over Heath P:153-0 The Heath Pla
Lower Heath P:161-0
Sheepinge feild A:151-6 Shippinge feild A8a
Nun feild A:91-24 Nunfeild A7a
Up~ Nun feild A:6-3-8
Stone hill feild A:17-3-28 Stonewall feil@(in common field) A8a
Lowerhounes furland feild A:9-0-16 Hounsfurlonge leazowe P:
Glasse Croft orr A:171-13 Lace Crofte A7a
Gate house feild A21-3-24 the feild at the gatén common field) A:15a
M: meadow P: pasture A: arable (field)

Table 2. The field names in 1651 &@&09 compared where possible. R
¢tKS yIYS WDIFI{iSK2dzaS CAStRQ NI}IAaSR &az2yvySsS SELISOGL
gatehouse at the entrance to a monastic estate, but the 1609 survey shows that at that time it was

HAN 83 2015 Page 29



