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Editorial Message by Rosalind Lowe 
I must apologise to ARS members on two counts:  
 

- firstly that it has been so long since you have received a copy of HAN. As you know, this has 
been because we did not have enough papers submitted to make a decent volume. 

 
- secondly, that too many of the papers in this HAN are by me, some of them lengthy. HAN gives 

us the space to record buildings, in particular, in a more detailed way than is possible in the 
/ƭǳōΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ Transactions. Whether papers are written in consequence of a field visit by the ARS 
or the main Club, or as the result of being asked by the owner to make a survey, a lot of effort 
goes into researching the history and topography of the site in order to give a rounded picture. 
Hopefully these notes on sources make the paper more interesting for ARS readers. 

  

http://www.woolhopeclub.org.uk/
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Moor Abbey, Middleton-on-the-Hill by Rosalind Lowe and David Lovelace, with contributions from 
Rosamund Skelton, John Freeman, Edward Peters and Joan Grundy 
David Lovelace organised a field meeting on 16 May 2015 for the main Woolhope Club, initially to 
see aƻƻǊ !ōōŜȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ-
growth measurement experiment he was conducting. Two Club members, Roz (Rosalind) Lowe and 
Rosamund Skelton, had made a survey of some of the farm buildings in 2013 to assist an application 
for funding for renovation. As this had been successful and the work completed, it was decided that 
the visit could be extended to cover the buildings and the historical research that had taken place in 
2013. Twenty Club members and friends enjoyed a full day at Moor Abbey. We were fortunate to 
have with us expert members John Freeman (place names), Edward Peters and John Grundy (farm 
buildings and their use) and Robert Walker (dovecotes) to give us their views. 
 
ΨaƻƻǊ !ōōŜȅΩ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŀƳŜ 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ Ǉŀǎǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ōōŜȅΩ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ aƻƻǊ !ōōŜȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ 
of a monastic establishment.  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ WƻƘƴ CǊŜŜƳŀƴ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ!ōōŜȅΩ is 
a corruption of the name of the original owners of the estate. The first mention of Moor Abbey 
appears to be in c.1280x90 in the cartularies of Reading Abbey, when John de St Aubin granted the 
manor of La More, Westintone and Witesy to the abbey. Westintone and Witesy, both names now 
lost, appear also to have been in or near Middleton on the Hill. A John de Sancto Albino (St Aubin), 
possibly another John, had held the manor of Middleton in 1243 (Book of Fees). In 1291 Leominster 
Priory, the daughter-house of Reading Abbey, had two carucates at Mora. Then in the 1292 Assize 
Roll the Abbot of Reading and six others are accused of disseising Adam Aubyn of his free tenement 
in Westiton' and More Aubyn iuxta Leoministr' . In 1386 Reading Abbey acquired the whole lordship 
of Awbynsmore from William Awbyn. In 1407 the name is again Moreaubyn, but in 1595 we find 
Moreabyn and in 16091 Moore Abin. By 16512 the name had reached more or less its modern form, 
Moore Abby; in c.1675 it was described as 'a gentile seat of John Waldron' (Blount's collections for a 
history of Herefordshire). 

So we can trace the development of the name from the simple La More through More 
Aubyn, Awbynsmore and Moreabyn to Moor Abbey. The addition Abbey seems to have been a 
refashioning of Aubyn, Abyn by the process known as folk-etymology (the replacement of an 
unfamiliar, 'opaque' form by a more familiar, 'transparent' one). The change was understandable 
and not inappropriate, since the place had formerly been a possession of Reading Abbey.  
 
Moor Abbey history 
As part of the 2013 survey, some historical research was done because this can point to changes of 
ownership when major building work is often undertaken. Since 2013, the closure of Herefordshire 
Record Office has put a stop to the research, though more early information can probably be found. 

 At the Dissolution the properties of Leominster Priory, which belonged to Reading Abbey, 
including Moor Abbey came into the possession of the Crown in the form of the manor of 
Leominster. It was then granted to various tenants who would normally just have taken the revenue. 
James I granted it to his favourite George Villiers, Marquis, later the 1st Duke, of Buckingham. The 
latter was assassinated in 1628 when in his thirties, while his son George was still an infant. George 
нƴŘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘƭȅ ǎƻƭŘ aƻƻǊ !ōōŜȅ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ [ŜƻƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ at 
possibly about 1630. George had a gift for alienating people, and he was lucky to be given back his 
possessions after the restoration of Charles II in 1660. In spite of the Civil War, there is a book in 
Herefordshire Record Office dated 1651 which contains a list of all the 2nd DukeΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ 
Herefordshire which had fallen into the ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ IŜƴǊȅ aŀǊǘŜƴΣ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ LΩǎ ǊŜƎƛŎƛŘŜǎΦ 
Moor Abbey is shown among them, and the acreage of Moor Abbey belonging to Thomas Phillips is 
given. Freehold landholders had to pay an annual fee to the lord of the manor of Leominster, in this 
case, which was Marten. !ƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ƛǎ ΨIƻǇǇƛŀǊŘΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ лŀΦлǊΦнпǇ όǇŜǊŎƘŜǎύΦ The 
2nd Duke died childless in 1687, and his property was dispersed, but in any case Moor Abbey had 
gone ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƛƴ .ǳŎƪƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ time.  
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The RCHME surveyors noted in 1933 that there was a damaged fireback in one of the 
outhouses, with the date 1637 and the initials PC (or could it be CP?). 

In 1671 a Matthew Pitt of Moor Abbey died. He was a rich man who left all his property to 
the children of his sister Mary who was married to a John Waldron. They had numerous children 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ǎƻƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ aƻƻǊ !ōōŜȅ ǿŀǎ ōŜǉǳŜŀǘƘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ tƛǘǘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ3 
This Matthew and his wife, another Mary, had a son and heir Matthew. Matthew Waldron senior 
had money difficulties and in 1719, with the agreement of his wife and heir, he leased the farm and 
part of the house to John Smith of Edwin Ralph, while retaining the use of a good part of the 
farmhouse.4 This lease specifically mentions that Smith ƘŀŘ ΨǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƘƻǇȅŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŀȅǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƘƻǇǇƻƭŜǎΧǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘƻǇȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƛƭƴ ŦƻǊ 
ŘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇǎΩΦ {ƳƛǘƘ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀŘ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ǘƻ ΨŎǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ŏƻŀƭ ώŎƘŀǊŎƻŀƭϐ ŦƻǊ 
the drying oŦ ƘƻǇǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ²ŀƭŘǊƻƴǎ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ Ψǘƻ build one or two new kilns as 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦΩ Does this mean that there was already a hop kiln, but more may have been 
built? 

No mention is made of pigeons or squabs - a notable exception ŀǎ {ƳƛǘƘΩǎ ŎǊƻǇǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǉŀȅ 
the price for a dovecote and an arrangement would need to be made about the rights to the squabs. 
These were an important source of quality meat early in the year and again in the later summer, and 
had a high selling price. 

 

The 18th century and later 
By 1737 Matthew Waldron of Moor Abbey raised a mortgage for £240 with Thomas Smith of Stoke, 
Burford.5 In this deed it says that Matthew Pitt had purchased Moor Abbey from George, late Duke 
of Buckingham and Reynold Graham, the lattŜǊ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƪŜΩǎ ƳƻǊǘƎŀƎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
place the date of the purchase between 1660 and 1671. 

It is not entirely clear how Moor Abbey came into the possession of the Edmunds family, but 
the John Edmunds who owned it in 1841 was married in 1805 to Ann Pitt. He had two sons, John 
George and Thomas. Thomas ran the farm as a bailiff, initially for his brother John George who 
disappeared from Moor Abbey in the 1850s.  Thomas had four sons, John George, Thomas, Richard 
and George Henry. George Henry died in 1907, Thomas in 1916 and Richard in 1938, all having 
remained single. Richard appears in a court case in 1918, when he was fined for not cultivating the 
nominated amount of land under the various acts put in place because of WWI. It is clear that 
possibly because of manpower shortages Moor Abbey and the other farms he owned (Bilbury, 
Nunupton and Drayton) were largely uncultivated and in some cases infested with rats. 

  
The layout of Moor Abbey buildings 

 
Figure 1. 1841 tithe map showing house (red) and 
farm buildings (green), most around the yard. 

 
Figure 2. The 1885 OS map; the buildings 
surveyed in 2013 in darker green to the north. 
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The 2013 survey 
In 2013 Roz and Rosamund were unable to access all rooms in the buildings for safety or security 
reasons, but member Edward Peters had made a survey of these some years before.  

The buildings surveyed are in two lots: firstly, a long range of buildings to the north-west of 
the farmyard, comprising parts known as granary, dovecote,6 cowhouse, hay barn and an open 
building with silos (see Fig. 3); secondly, a separate building which may have been a wash-house, 
cookhouse and/or brewery with an attached bell tower, to west of the first block.  On the tithe map 
a small building is shown to the north-west of the long range, but is unlikely to be the tower alone. 

What is not apparent from the maps is that the land slopes sharply from the south down to 
the farmyard, when it levels out. Springs rise on the hillside and feed the pond below the house. The 
wide curved roadway or track to the south of the house, shown separated from the house by a fence 
in the tithe map, is higher than the level of the pond below the house, the northern wall of which is 
considerably built up to retain the water. Whether in fact there was a wet moat originally is 
therefore open to question, though the 1719 lease specifically mentions ΨǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
MoteΩΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ-east of the house, as there is no other room for it. 

 
The main range of farm buildings surveyed 

 

 
 
Figure 3. Plan of the large block of buildings, annotated with names and descriptions.  
(Basic plan by kind permission of V. Thurgood) 
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Figure 4. Front or south-east elevation of the granary, dovecote and barn range. 
(Elevation by kind permission of V. Thurgood) 
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Figure 5. Rear or north-west elevation of the granary, dovecote and barn range. 
(Elevation by kind permission of V. Thurgood)  
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Hop kilns 
From historical material going back at least until 1651 it is clear that hop-growing was a source of 
income which carried on into the 20th century. At the rear of the granary block a pair of late brick-
built hop-kilns have been recently demolished. Next to them, but now inaccessible, were the 
remains of another, earlier pair, probably later 18th-century, identified by Edward Peters. His 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǉǳƻǘŜǎΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎ  ΨǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ-ǿŜǎǘ ώƛΦŜΦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŀƴŀǊȅΩ 
backwards] dates from the second half of the 18th century for hop-drying internal kilns of this type 
normal in the area from the 18th century up to c. 1840s. I was able to see inside the ground floor in 
нллфΦΩ !ǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƭƪ ƻŦ ƘƻǇ ƪƛƭƴǎ ōȅ мтмфΦ 

 

 
Figure 6. Kiln plan 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǿƛƴƎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŀǊȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǊƻƻƳǎΦ Ψ¢ƘŜ ŦŀǊ 
room had two floor beams, indicating a passage across the building against the 
roof truss, with a longitudinal beam from it, forming two square areas, the 
kilns. The drying floors will have been some two feet above the present upper 
floor level, to help the draught. Whether there was a cowl or ventilator on the 
roof to let out the hot air is not now apparent, as the rafters have been 
renewed. 

The hops will have been brought in by the gable-end door upstairs in 
the granary [and] taken to the kilns [and] after drying spread out on the upper 
floor to cool etc. The presence of a hop pocket hole in the larger part of the 
granary suggests that at least by this stage the granary was no longer so used. 
²ŀǎ ƛǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΚΩ 

The four openings in the rear gable relate to the kilns added in the late 1870s or early 1880s, 
replacing the two internal ones. The new kilns had cones over - ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ w/Ia9 ǇƘƻǘƻ όCƛƎΦ тύΦΩ 
 

 
 
Figure 7. Photograph taken by the RCHME surveyors - survey made in 1933. Note the hop kiln cone 
visible on the left. Note too the clay tiles on the granary and dovecote roofs, and the corrugated iron 
roof over the cowhouse and barn. (By kind permission of English Heritage ©) 
 
The original buildings in this range may have been timber-framed. There is a plinth, which can just be 
seen in Fig. 7, but this could have been an original part of the stone wall. 
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Ψ¢ƘŜ ŘǊȅƛƴƎ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ cills of the upper openings. The redundant 
kilns would then have been refloored at the same level as the granary. This floor was again remade 
c.1960 when a stair inserted in c.1880 was removed (information from farmer, 2009). Ψ 

 In the upper storey of the granary near the entrance door is a mechanical hop-press by W. 
Weeks & Co. of Maidstone, whose company records start in 1892. This stands over a hole in the 
floor where the long hop-pocket would have been inserted. There was another pocket hole in the 
granary floor nearer the dovecote; the latter is accessed only from the upper floor of the granary.  

 

 

Apotropaic signs, in this case daisy wheels, 
noted in 2013 on the wall between the granary 
and the dovecote have now been protected by 
perspex sheeting. There are also some graffiti on 
the wall opposite the entrance from the side 
ǎǘŜǇǎΦ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ  Ψ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ DŀƳŜ YŜŜǇŜǊ 
ǘƻ aǊ 9ŘƳǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƻǊΩ 
 
Figure 8. Graffiti with sketch of dovecote? 

 
Granary and cider house 
Edward considers that the granary dates from the late 17th to early 18th centuries, and that the 
room underneath was probably always intended for cider making.  Downstairs, a door in the south-
west gable has been blocked by the outside stone steps to the granary (and dovecote) upstairs. The 
cider press has had its top beam replaced, which is dated 1827.  The upper floor has always had two 
rooms from an early stage, but the reason for this is not clear. The dormer window on the south-east 
face of the granary is well shown in the 1893 Watkins photo (Fig. 11). The square leaded lights 
shown in 1893 and 1933 have gone, but the decorative side pieces and framing above remain. 
 

 
 
Figure 9. The south-west face of the block, looking 
towards the brick-built 19th-century hop kilns. 

 
 
Figure 10. Detail of the inbuilt gable-cotes. 
 

The well-glazed and decorative dormer window in the granary is something of a mystery, as it seems 
inappropriate for such an outbuilding. Perhaps it was moved from the house when this was re-built 
or re-furbished. 
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Figure 11. Photograph of the south-east face of the main range, showing to stone tiles on all 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǊƳŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŀƴŀǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǾŜŎƻǘŜΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƭƭȅ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ-
gabled dovecote roof, the box cote below the window and what looks like a louver for the birds to 
enter on the top. This latter had gone by 1933 after the re-roofing had taken place (see Fig. 7).  
 
The exterior of this dovecote bears a resemblance to that at Upper Bache, Kimbolton, shown on 
ǇŀƎŜ млм ƻŦ wƻōŜǊǘ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ The Dovecotes and Dovecotes of Herefordshire, which is thought to be 
dated 1747.7 Kimbolton is very near to Middleton.  
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Dovecote (dovecote) and cart shed  
The next building in the range was possibly a cart-shed with the dovecote or pigeon-house above. In 
2013 the wooden nest boxes were falling from the walls, and the stone floor was unsafe.  

 

 
 
Figure 12. Interior of the dovecote viewed from 
the granary upper floor in 2013. 

 
 
Figure 13. The roof timbers in 2013, taken with 
difficulty as there was no access to the dovecote. 

 

 
 
Figure 14. View of the new nest 
boxes put in the dovecote. 

 
 
Figure 15. The roughly-cut joists in the cart shed under the 
dovecote. 

 The stone floor has now been strengthened and new stone put in where necessary. When the 
buildings were surveyed in 2013 we were surprised at the crude nature of the joists in the cart shed 
and the roof timbers in the dovecote. The only timber to be finished to the usual standard in the cart 
shed is the lintel which supports the front opening - and then only at the front where it will be 
visible. However, Edward Peters comments that this lack of finish is not unusual.8 

IŜ ǎŀȅǎΥ ΨL ŀƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻǾŜŎƻǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƭŀǘŜ мтǘƘκŜŀǊƭȅ муǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ Řate from the 
ǊƻƻŦ ǎƘŀǇŜΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ ƴŜǎǘ ōƻȄŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΦΩ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
2013 survey we were concerned to identify if there were signs of an early, medieval dovecote, which 
could be expected to have stone nesting holes built into the walls, and might have had monastic 
connections. It seems unlikely that the collapsed nest boxes seen in 2013 were original, as they were 
far too clean to have housed pigeons for 300 years.9 The junction between the gabled walls and the 
roof are full of holes which would have allowed the birds to escape. The doorway from the granary is 
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low, as was usual in dovecotes. The cart shed has two windows, one blocked at the rear. The lintels 
are re-used timber from an earlier building; 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ openings.  

 

 
 
Figure 16. The rear of the dovecote in 2013.  
 
Note the cowhouse, which appears from the front to have been added to the dovecote, is brought 
forward from the line of the wall of the dovecote.Edward thinks there was a lean-to on the back of 
the dovecote, the rafters being fitted to the inserted timber just below the string course; the string 
course does not appear on the front of the building. This often appears in dovecotes, as somewhere 
for the pigeons to perch before entering. Four-gabled roofs also gave the birds a sheltered side of 
the building to rest on, but in this case it is probably a drip-course to waterproof the junction of the 
lean-to roof and the wall.. 

At the front of the dovecote, Fig. 11, originally it was thought that this was designed as a 
cartshed when the dovecote was built. However, the infill of the wide opening, which stands a little 
proud of the line of the building as is seen by the shadow on the Watkins photo, has been carefully 
ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƭƛƴǘƘΩ ƭƛƴŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǘǎƘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ ŀ ŘƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
lower floor of the granary, which seems to be contemporary with the door to the dovecote 
immediately above it. Such a doorway might be needed to unload material in the dry. It proved 
impossible to take a photograph in 2015 comparable to Fig. 16, owing to the large stack of bales in 
front of it. The area above the stringing has now been rendered. 

 
Cowhouse and Hayloft 
Owing to the possibly unsafe nature of the cowhouse ceiling access was not possible in 2013, but 
9ŘǿŀǊŘ ŘƛŘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƛǘ ƛƴ нллфΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊƴ Ǉƭǳǎ ŎƻǿƘƻǳǎŜ ǊŀƴƎŜΣ ΨǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ōǳƛƭŘΣ ŎǊƻǎǎ 
wall original, probably late 18th-century. Slit vents relating to the cowhouse, triangular would not 
have worked there....The rear projection [of the cowhouse is a ] contemporary calfpen. Loft over for 
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hay or straw, dropped into rear feeding passage. Loft filled through dormer or opening in wall to 
ōŀǊƴΦΨ Wƻŀƴ DǊundy says that each animal would have been tethered to the upright poles. 
 

 
 
Figure 17. Interior of cowhouse, showing the middle feeding 
passage. 

 
 
Figure 18. Chamfered and pegged 
beams and uprights of stalls. 

 
Barn 
The threshing floor is off-ŎŜƴǘǊŜΦ 9ŘǿŀǊŘΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǘƘƛǎ ōŀǊƴ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ŀ ǘƛƳōŜǊ-framed barn 
which did not reach up to the dovecote, two trusses to the north-east end re-used from that, see 
mortices and pegholes for [the] wall posts. Mortices on the underside of the tiebeams indicate cross-
framing in the timber-framed barn, not apparently repeated in the stone one. The roof trusses in the 
south-west half date from the stone re-building. Joan suggested that although the maps show no 
porch facing the farmyard, there may have been a pentice. 

The lean-tos on the back of the barn were added, the longer one was originally open-fronted 
ŦƻǊ ƭƻƻǎŜ ŎŀǘǘƭŜΦΦΦΩ Wƻŀƴ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŘƻǾŜŎƻǘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ŀ ōŀǊƴ 
with triangular holes, which would have allowed easy access to the pigeons. They could have 
accessed the barn and hayloft via the window in the dovecote, which may indicate that the dovecote 
was not important at the time the stone hayloft/barn building was put up, or that it may have had a 
shutter.  The wall of the barn next to the silo store has triangular vents, indicating that this end was 
next to the open air. 
 
Building with silos 
Edward notes that this building was a cartshed at one time, but there is much re-used timber. Cut-
off joists show that there may have been an upper floor which would have been weak. The tithe map 
is a puzzle here, and may indicate a lean-to, though the angle of the end of the building is strange. 
 
Other farm buildings not examined 
There are two other substantial buildings around the farmyard, not the subject of the grant and not 
examined in 2013. One is a large barn with slit vents all up its north gable with a lean-to attached, 
housing a large bull in 2013 (Fig. 22). The other (Fig. 23) was a stable.  
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Figure 19. Barn gable next to hayloft. 

 
 
Figure 20. Barn gable next to silo store. 

 

 
 
Figure 21. Rear porch of the barn.  
 

 
 
Figure 22. Gable of barn to north-east of farmyard. 

 
 
Figure 23. Building to east side of farmyard. 
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The bell tower and attached building 
The tithe map (Fig. 1) shows a small square building but not in the right pplace, and the 1884 map 
(Fig. 2) shows it in the correct position with the attached building, a later addition. 
 

 
 
Figure 24. Bell tower in 2013. 

 
 
Figure 25. Cookhouse/Brewhouse attached to tower in 2013. 

 

 
 
Figure 26. Bell tower showing plinth 
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 The bell in the bell tower was supposedly used to summon the hands to their meal in the attached 
building which is in two parts, with a copper and a brick-built hearth in the part nearest the tower. 
The lowest part of the tower has a plinth but it may not indicate rebuilding if stone slabs were laid 
across to act as a damp course in the boggy situation - the remains of the moat lie above it as can be 
seen in Fig. 27.  This building has been renovated and is now watertight. 
 

 
 
Figure 27. Renovated bell tower and building in 2015. 
 
There are two Dutch barns, both having curved corrugated iron roofs.  On the barn to the north-east 
of the barn range, which is the earlier of the two, there is no visible maker's plate. This has timber 
wallplates and tie beams with iron raking struts to roof sheets, iron posts with iron braces to the 
timber tie beams and wall plates.  Lean-tos have been added on each side, and also an addition to 
the front.  Comparing the various maps supplied is instructive.  The Dutch barn to the north-east of 
the main range is not in the same orientation as the current one, confirmed by aerial photos. 
Unfortunately, the 1972 map doesn't go far enough north to be quite certain what has happened 
here.   

The other barn faces the barn range.  The maker's plate is of Alexander & Duncan Ltd, Lion 
Works, Leominster - dateable, as it became a limited company in 1912.10 There are iron roof trusses, 
to fit curved roof sheets - no iron rods.  It has had lean-to's added on each side, of different dates, 
one fairly recent. (Dutch barn information from Joan Grundy) 

 
Historical information about the farm buildings 
John Freeman has pointed out since the meeting that the 1609 rental11 includes a description of the 
house and buildings occupied by John Phillipps: 
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Dom' mansio' iii spac', unum horr' iii spac', unum bovil' ii spac', gardin', pomar' et Cl'm adiacen' cont' 
per est' 1 acr' 
A dwelling-house of 3 'spaces' (rooms or bays), a barn of 3 'spaces' (?bays), a byre of 2 'spaces', a 
garden, an orchard and close adjoining, containing by estimation 1 acre. 
 
The 1719 lease details 
The 1719 lease from the Waldrons to John Smith spells out in some detail the obligations on both 
sides, allows deductions to be made about the farming activities at the time. Common form and 
ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǊŜǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ΨΦΦΦΩΦ Υ 
 
ΨThis indenture made 22nd day of March...1719 Between Matthew Waldron the elder of the Moor Abby 
in the parish of Middleton-on-the-Hill in Co. Hereford gent. Mary his wife and Matthew Waldron the 
younger of the City of London hosier their son and John Smith of the parish of Edvin Ralph in co. 
aforesaid yeoman of the other part ...[Waldrons have] demised... to Smith ... Moor Abby... in the 
parish of Middleton-on-the-Hill... house outhouses buildings barns stables the cider mill folds gardens 
orchards lands arable meadows leasows feedings pasture grounds and Hop ground [etc] All which sd 
messuage [etc] now in the possession of the said Matthew Waldron the elder (except...The Hall 
Parlour pantry and chambers over them the two garrets over the dairy the Garden within the Mote the 
summering of a horse  The young hopyard in the Hayse and liberty to cut down and carry hoppoles of 
the sd premises to the sd hopyard and the liberty to make use of a kiln for drying the hops which shall 
grow in the sd hopyard And also the fish pools and all and all manner of Timber trees standing growing 
and being upon the said premises and free liberty to fall and cut down and carry of the same And also 
all mines and minerals of what nature and kind soever  and free liberty to raise and dig stone and carry 
of the same allowing reasonable satisfaction for the damage that shall or may be done thereby. And 
also the liberty to cut down and carry of the sd demised premises all sufficient and necessary firewood 
for the use of the sd Matthew Waldron the elder Mary his wife and Matthew Waldron the younger 
their heirs and assigns)   
 
To have and to hold the sd messuage [etc]...twelve years...  the yearly rent of 92 pounds and 10 
shillings of lawful money at Michaelmas and Lady Day... and paying therefore one Hogshead of cider 
(over and above the rents above mentioned) out of every 20 Hogsheads which shall be made...And 
furthermore that the said John Smith...will during the said term well and sufficiently repair... 
messuage(except the roof of the same and the windows in that part of the house before excepted and 
referred) and all outhouses edifices and buildings thereunto belonging in good reparation and order... 
And the same in such good reparation and order shall and will deliver up unto the said Matthew 
Waldron [etc] at the expiration...of the said term And...the said John Smith...shall not during the sd 
term crop cut down or grub up any Oak Ash Asp[en?] or Poplar...without consent...And Also that the 
sd John Smith shall ...use and employ in and upon the sd premises and not elsewhere all the Hay strew 
[straw?] and fodder which shall be raised upon the sd premises and shall use and employ all the dung 
and compost thence issuing? upon the sd premises and not elsewhere and shall leave all the strew 
dung and hoppoles at the end of the said term for the use of the said Matthew Waldron [etc]...And 
Also that the said John Smith..shall not ...plough break up or convert into tillage or hop ground any of 
the antient pasture or meadow grounds (except orchards) without consent... 
 
And the sd Matthew Waldron [etc]...shall covenant and grant to...the sd John Smith...they...shall and 
will pay and discharge the land tax for the premises and half the window tax and all payments for the 
tenements in proportion to the rent paid for the same during the sd term And also will keep in good 
and sufficient reparation and order the roof of the dwelling house and all that part of it before 
excepted and reserved. And Also will allow and pay for three tuns of Coals yearly according to the 
price thereof at the coal pitts12 during the sd term for the use of the sd John Smith ...in that part of the 
house before excepted and referenced as often as he or they shall have occasion. And Also will build 
one or two new kilns as there shall be occasion.  And Also will erect and build a new chamber 
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chimney or allow the said John Smith his executors administrators and assigns the use of one in that 
part of the house before excepted and reserved as often as they shall have occasion  
 
And Also that it shall...be lawful...for the said John Smith... to have and cut down of in and upon the sd 
premises sufficient and necessary house boot [sic] hedge boot plough boot wein [sic] boot and fire 
boot during the sd term so be aforesaid employed upon the said premises.... And Also that it shall...be 
lawful...for the said John Smith...to have and break up any quantity of hopground not exceeding ten 
acres and to have and put down Hoppoles of the said premises for poleing the same during the said 
term leaving them behind as aforesaid at the end of the term And it is hereby agreed that the 
fishpoole meadow shall be a part of the said hopground And Also that it shall...be lawful...for the said 
John Smith...yearly and every year during the said term to...cut down three cords of wood to make 
coal [charcoal] for the drying of hops if there shall be occasion and two dozen of hogsheads hoops 
yearly to be used upon the premises and not elsewhere And Also it shall...be lawful for the sd John 
Smith...to have the use of the Fold and the beasthouse and some convenient ground for his cattle to 
sit and lie upon until the first day of May next after the end of the said term. And Also it shall be lawful 
for John Smith...to have the standing and growing of all such winter corn and barley that shall be 
standing and growing... for the said term until harvest next after the end of the said term without 
paying anything and therefore with Free liberty and use of a barn to house the said grain in and to 
thresh and winnow the same and shall also have the use of some convenient rooms in the said 
messuage or dwelling house to keep the said grain and to lodge servants in until the first day of May 
next after the housing of the said grain And also the said John Smith...at and under the yearly rents 
reservations covenants agreements herein before referred and expressed and contained shall and 
quietly and peacefully have hold use posses and enjoy the said demised premises with their 
appurtenances during the said term without the let suit or hindrance of the said Matthew Waldron 
[etc]. Ψ 
 
On the outside of this deed there is a note that John Smith will also pay the 10s tithe and also that 
after 3 years he can leave the lease upon payment of a fine. 
 
As remarked before, if there was an active dovecote at this time it seems extraordinary that it was 
not mentioned in the lease; there is a cider mill; there does seem to be a hopkiln already in existence 
which the Waldrons reserve the right to use, and they will covenant to build one or two new kilns if 
there is occasion. Smith is allowed to keep his grain (and house his servants) in a room in the house. 
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The historic landscape around Moor Abbey 

 
 
Figure 28. The current layout of the fields at Moor Abbey, with the path of the landscape walk 
shown as a red and white line. the smaller loop being walked before lunch, the larger after. For 
north see Fig. 29 which is on the same orientation. Field names and numbers are taken from the 
1841 tithe map, those in brackets were not part of the Moor Abbey estate at that time.  
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Figure 29. The same landscape from the 1884 OS first edition 25 inch map.  Note the remarkable 
continuity of field boundaries. Trees which were the subject of special interest on walking around 
are filled in red; the growth experiment tree is ringed in red near the top right of the map. 
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Figure 30. The 1841 tithe map rotated to the same orientation as the other maps. The easiest way to 
access Moor Abbey is off the B4112 which runs along the bottom left of this picture. The way 
through the farmyard is of a lower status and originally would have come across an open field. 
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No Name Type Acreage 

420 Lower Hounds Furlong Pasture 11-0-31 

422 Glass Croft Meadow 14-2-33 

523 Far field leys Ashbed 0-1-33 

524 Far Hays Pasture 7-2-19 

525 Hays Orchard Or & Arable 3-1-27 

526 Tylers Well Orchard and Sally bed Meadow 4-2-27 

527 Broadmeadow Hopyard Hops 2-3-30 

528 Broadmeadow Meadow 7-3-11 

529 Lower Gatehouse field Arable 4-0-14 

530 Broad such? Meadow Meadow 5-0-30 

531 Hounds Furlong Pasture 6-1-32 

536 Upper Hounds Furlong Pasture 3-0-35 

537 Ashbed Plantation 0-1-10 

702 Sheeping field Arable 10-0-13 

705 Sheeping Leys Pasture 9-2-4 

706 Ashbed Plantation 0-3-27 

707 Left hand Cowpasture Pasture 9-1-33 

708 Pear Tree Orchard Or & Arable 1-1-16 

709 Vineyard Orchard Or & Arable 1-1-35 

710 Upper Gatehouse Field Arable 6-1-30 

711 Upper in Broadmeadow Meadow 2-2-31 

712 Middle Gatehouse Field Arable 6-2-35 

713 Fishpool meadow Meadow 4-3-24 

714 Hays Hopyard Hopyard 3-3-14 

715 First Hays Meadow 2-2-0 

716 The Bogs Meadow 5-2-4 

717 Large Pool Water 0-3-29 

718 Nursery between pools  0-0-25 

719 Fish Pool meadow Or & pasture 2-0-23 

720 Homestead and Orchard  3-0-9 

721 Rickyard & Nursery  0-2-28 

722 Garden & Nursery  0-1-15 

723 Paddock Pasture 1-2-8 

724 Bogs Orchard and Nursery Or & Arable 3-0-22 

725 Stonehill Field Or & Arable 3-0-18 

726 Stonehill well field Arable 12-0-19 

727 Stonehill well nursery Meadow 3-0-13 

794 Cuckoo bed Pasture 4-3-36 

795 Right hand cowpasture Pasture 10-1-0 

796 Tuggs Leys and nursery Arable 6-3-26 

797 Tuggs Leys Field Arable 7-0-14 

 
Table 1. Field names of the More Abbey estate owned by John Edmonds in 1841 from the tithe 
apportionment book. Pasture marked in red shows signs of having been wood pasture, as do fields 
рор ŀƴŘ рофΣ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ aƻƻǊ !ōōŜȅΦ рон ǘƻ роп ƘŀǾŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨōƛǊŎƘŜǎΩΤ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ 
Edmonds but as part of the Middleton House estate. 
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Landscape visit - morning session 
aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇŀǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ CƛƎΦ 30, and before inspecting the farm buildings the 
group followed David Lovelace to look at some of the trees and landscape features. David used the 
1884 мǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ h{ нрέ ƳŀǇ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƘŀŘ been marked. The tithe map layout 
and field names were compared with a recent aerial survey. Although a number of fields were 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǇŀǎǘǳǊŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƻǊǘƛƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ΨǿƻƻŘ 
ǇŀǎǘǳǊŜΩΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜƭŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿhich pre-dated the tithe map, and showed evidence of ancient 
pollarding. From the woodland-type field names it was possible to identify still-existing alder woods 
and areas where hop-poles had been planted. Old ash wood-pasture still exists at Moor Abbey. 
  

 
 
Figure 31. Members walked diagonally across field 707 (Left hand Cowpasture) along the trackway 
shown in the 1884 OS map. 
 
Field 707 is shown as a field without trees in the1841 tithe map.13 However, before the far boundary 
is reached the trackway crosses a significant ditch with one tree of substantial girth. The boundary 
between 707 and 706 (Ashbed) is also marked by a ditch. The track leads on through between 706 
and an alder plantation into 705 (Sheeping Leys). The alder plantation has been made out of 
Sheeping Leys, as it was not shown on the tithe map, but was there by 1884. 
 

 
 
Figure 32. The upper end of the ditch at the 
boundary between 707 and 706 (Ashbed). 

 
 
Figure 33. The alder plantation carpeted with 
bluebells.  

 
The oak we had come to examine lay in this section between the two blocks of woodland. The girth 
was measured at just over eight metres. Members then returned towards the parked cars and from 
there to the farmyard buildings.  
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Figure 34. The oak above the trackway. 

 
 
Figure 35. The girth measured just over 8m. 

 
Landscape visit - afternoon session 
After eating our sandwiches and drinking cups of tea supplied by our hosts in their warm farmhouse 
kitchen, the second part of the landscape visit went through the farmyard and shortly passed along a 
straight stretch of road between Upper Gatehouse Field (710) on the uphill side and Middle 
Gatehouse Field (712) and Lower Gatehouse Field (529) which now form one field on the downhill. 
 

 
 
Figure 36. Upper Gatehouse Field (710) 
 
CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ΨCƛŜƭŘΩ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜƳ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
must have been originally one long open field. In the 1651 and 1609 surveys the names of the fields 
are given and an attempt has been made to compare them (Table 2). There is no point in comparing 
acreages as given, though the 1651 list seems to compare in size with the tithe map in some fields.    
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Figure 37. Middle and Lower Gatehouse fields, now one (712 and 529). 
 

Date:1651 Type:size a.r.p Date:1609 Type: a.r.p 

Moore Abbey house etc 1-0-34 Dwelling house etc. 1a 
Ashe greene Meadow M:1-3-8 Ashgrove? M:2r 
Broad Cuche? Meadow M:4-3-0 Broadshcych? M:1a+ 
Little Meadow M:0-3-12   
Broad Meadow M:8-3-0 Broad Meadowe M:2a 
Hudele Meadow M:3-1-0 Huddell  M:1a+ 
Pirrie Meadow M:3-0-0 Pirrye meadowe M:1a+ 
Pirrie Meadow Hedland M:2-1-29 Pirrie meadowe headland M:2r 
Haies Meadow M:2-0-18 The Nether hayes M:2r 
Eastod Meadow M:2-0-0 Easton meadowe M:2r 
  Hounsfurlonge plock M:2r 
  Oldfeilde P:2a 
  Upper Whitefeilde P:1a 
  Lower whitefeilde P:1a 
  New Tyndinge P:+a 
Upper Moore P:18-0-32 Upper Moore P:2a+ 
Lower Hayes P:6-2-16   
Lower Marshe P:2-3-0   
Hoppiard P:0-0-24   
Over Hownsfurr Land P:4-0-6   
Over Heath P:15-3-0 The Heath P:1a 
Lower Heath P:10-1-0   
Sheepinge feild A:15-1-6 Shippinge feild A:8a 
Nun feild A:9-1-24 Nunfeild A:7a 
Up~ Nun feild A:6-3-8   
Stone hill feild A:17-3-28 Stonewall feild?(in common field) A:8a 
Lower hounes furland feild A:9-0-16 Hounsfurlonge leazowe P: 
Glasse Croft orr A:17-1-13 Lace Crofte A:7a 
Gate house feild A:21-3-24 the feild at the gate(in common field) A:15a 
M: meadow P: pasture A: arable (field)  

 
Table 2. The field names in 1651 and 1609 compared where possible. 
¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ΨDŀǘŜƘƻǳǎŜ CƛŜƭŘΩ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
gatehouse at the entrance to a monastic estate, but the 1609 survey shows that at that time it was 


