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This afternoon meeting took place on 18 November 2006 - a cold and blustery day though dry.

It was attended by 2 ARS members and 7 Goodrich local history group members.

Field Meeting to Whitchurch by Roz Lowe

\Awmh OS map
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Figure 1 OS map showing the features passed during the field meeting



The purpose of the field visit was to find out how many interesting historical features
could be seen during a short walk around parts of the parishes of Whitchurch and Ganarew,
using odd pieces of information gathered from a number of archives.
The parishes of Whitchurch and Ganarew lie within the manor and lordship of
Goodrich, which extended far beyond the parish of Goodrich. Fortunately, the late M. E. P.
Watkihswas a keen | ocal historian and was instrument :
records were transferred from the offices of a Monmouth solicitor to Hereford library. They are
now in the Herefordshire Record Office, and date from the beginning of the 16th century. There
are many rentals and manorial court records. One of the most important is a book of maps and
associated survey (AW87), showing the extent of the | ordbs de
has been used for other field visits in Goodrich, though one important map is missing - that of
the Dowards - probably detached when the woodlands were sold to the forerunner of the
Forestry Commission in the early 1800s.

Figure 2. 1718 Goodrich Manor survey (AW87)*. he nmber 1 is in the same position as on
the previous map

1 HRO, AW8Y.
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Nowadays the traffic on the A40 dual carriageway thunders past the starting point of the walk at
(1), which lies on the old A40, the old main road from Whitchurch to Monmouth. It has
obliterated the northern corner of the plot called 0
is still possible to follow the old main road towards Monmouth to the top of the pass. If one
looks closely at the OS map you can see that many of the side roads to the old A40 have gates
across them - most important if herds of animals were being moved along the road. This
crossroads was call ed 06 Bindntffaem jusetothederth.Cr ossd6 after Daff
The pieces labelled (2) were small fields in the 1718 Goodrich manor map. They were
call ed the 06éangedtn thé lsrd of themador, which they still did in 1847 at the
time of the tithe map. The word écriggalé is probabl
place, or rocks near the surface - Stoney Hill is just up the road. The 1718 map can be overlaid
on to the tithe map, which proves that the house (3) shown in the westernmo st o6 Cr i ggal 6 fi el ¢
still there, and is called Pound Cottage. The tithe map shows a pond at position (4).
Throughthetrees(5)can be seen a substanhealld hionsk884,aldred
it seems to be no. 673 on the tithe map, when it (with 674 & 5) was owned by John Brown,
maybe the father of John Brown Jr. of Well Vale House (10). The house name means (
house in or by thehoenenmsaemdto haverbeet 8wyl as a female servant, a
groom and t he woamagncaltaral lnhosrdr)dived here.

-

-5

Figure 3. Tynyrheol - now a substantial house
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Further along a road (now called Well Vale road) diverts to the left (6), only to re-join the old
main road again at Crockerdéds Ash crossroads. The
the border of the manor, where it shows Gol dsmith:
no sign of this road. However, it seems that there have been two ways for a long time, perhaps
because the Well Vale road flooded in winter. We know this because of a large collection of
Whitchurch deeds in the Devon Record Office in Exeter.?
Elizabeth Posthuma Simcoe was a descendant of the Powell and Gwillym families who
owned Old Court in Whitchurch, and she inherited their considerable estates. Her father died
before she was born, and her mother the day after. She had a very adventurous life, travelling
with her husband to 18th-century Canada where the family are well known. The Simcoe family
came from Devon, so all the documents relating to
deposited there. She was alive at the time of the tithe map, so we can identify her landholdings.
The little house at (7) is shown on the tithe map as belonging to Elizabeth Posthuma
Simcoe. There is a deed in Exeter which shows the two ways were there in 1675, when there
was a bargain and sale by William Taylor of Dixton, yeoman, son and heir of John Taylor of
Goodrich, yeoman and Elizabeth his wife, decd. to Richard Gwillym of Whitchurch, esq. The
premises concerned comprised one house, a garden and an acre of land, between the two
ways leading from Differnant to Crokers Ashe and John Morris's land, for the consideration of

£5.The previous owner of John Morrysdéds | and was Nic
and |l and had been sold to John Tayl or, dec. , Wi |
Whitchurch. The house shows all the characteristics of an encroachment by the roadside, and

in fact some documents mention O6Stoney Hill cCommo

the house, though the house was not shown as such in the 1718 map.

We failed to spot the little barn marked as (8) on the map, which is shown on the tithe
map. We took the Well Vale road, and as we looked up the meadows on the left of the road we
could see the trees along the boundary above a sharp drop (9) - this was probably originally the
boundary of the Dowards when they were one woodland, though the drop was best appreciated
from bove.

The substantial house on the right of Well Vale road at (10) is now called Well Vale House and

was built in 1710, according to the owner whom we met on our walk. In the tithe map John

Brown Jr. owned the house (which was also called the Malt Shovel Inn, though it may not have

been an inn by 1847) and the considerable number of buildings on the opposite side of the

road, which are all gone now. John Brown Sr. was the owner of Lewston not far away. In 1795

the buildings (but seemingly not the house) we
Mal t housed6 and consisted of: a substantial ma
and slaughter house and 8 acres of meadowland and orcharding, with rights of pasture on

Doward Hill and a perpetual spring of water called the White Well. William Davis was tenant in

1795.

The auction notice says t hat -realh éeadihgofrom e 6adj o
Whitchurch to Monmout hue, as fhé pag from ahe erdl tof Morimoudthe t | y  t
Ganarew road (turnpiked 1755) at Crockerés Ash t
Hereford Turnpike Trust until 1819. There are traces of stone walling along the road, and a
very elegant iron fence post just before one reaches the house.

2 Devon RO, 1038, M/T/7/85
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Figure 4. The (7) Obetween the waysbo

The house was a school in the 1881 census run by Mary Watkins, a spinster, and her widowed
sister Ellen Reardon, together with another teacher and a female servant. The 12 pupils were
all male boarders, aged between 8 and 13: seven were relatively local and included the
Goodrich vicardés son.

The origins of the house appear to be an encroachment on the common behind, where
there are large rocks. If so, it was not shown on the 1718 map as an encroachment, and the
owner believes the current house is built on earlier foundations. The owner showed us various
items that had been dug up locally, including Roman coins and a Roman brooch in the shape of
a dolphin.

igure5.DoIphin—shapedRoman brooch found near Crockerﬁs As h.
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There is an 18th-century deed which seems to relate to the house in the National
Library of Wales.2 On July 19, 1783 Thomas, Lord Foley, baron Kidderminster, co. Worcs.,
eldest son and heir of Thomas, Lord Foley, dec., who was the eldest son and heir of Thomas
Foley of Stoke, co. Her. released on trust to Thomas Pryce of Duffryn, co. Glam., esq. property

in Whitchurch, described as ©6all t hat messuage

Philip Drew & Eliz his wife did formerly inherit & dwell and also that close orchard & parcel of
land with apps. 1 acre lying together between the lower way leading from Whitchurch towards
Crockers Ash in the waste & common there called Stoney and the lands heretofore of Roger
Morris but then of James Morrison on all or most parts thereof and also that close or parcel of
pasture or meadow land called Stoney Hill Meadow 6ac. and also that close of meadow land
known by the name of Stoney acre and also all that close or parcel of arable land called or
known by the name of the pikes or pipes 4ac. all in Whitchurch were heretofore in tenure or
possession of Thomas Phillpotts and then of Anthony Bamford yeo. as tenant to said Joseph

Hardwick. 6 |t recites tthe aourt ohthef mamoeof @oadsich ind¥41, e d

and that in the same year Thomas Foley bought the land as a trustee for Thomas Pendril, and
that in 1772 Thomas Pendril sold the land to Pryce for £207. This clearly relates to Well Vale
House, and it may be possible to trace it back through the Goodrich manorial records.

.. HEREPORDSHIRE.

TO BE, $OLD BY AUCTION,
_ BY-THO'iAS HOPKINS,
On Friday the agd of January, 17935, at the
Crown Inn, in Whitchurch, Herefordfhire,

A FREEHOLD ESTATE, called
- THE MALTHOUSE,
fituate in the parifh of Whitchurch, adjoining the
Turnpike-road-leading from Whitchurch to Mon-
mouth ; confiting of a fubftantial Malthouyfe,
(;;der Mill-houfe, and Cider Mill; a Stable and | |
Slaughter-houfe’; with about Eight Acres of rich | |
{4-Meadow_Land..and_Qrcharding. with an cx- | |
tenfive right. of Common on Doward Hill, |,
clleemed one of our firft Sheep-walks ; likewile,
+ onthe upper.part of the Meagow Land is a per-
petual Spring of Water, called the White Well,
the water of which may be conveyed in the dricft
{eafon over any part of the Meadow Land, and
lcads to the Malthoufe ; now in the occupation of
Mr. William Davis, the tenant. The Purchafer
wdibc in full pofleflion on the 2d of Febiuary
next.
= Thetenant-will hew the premifes ; and
for particulars apply to Mr. Hughes, at Marftow
Court; or the Auttioncer, in Rofs. :
: ——t—— !
Figure 6. 1795 Hereford Journal advert.

Thanks to Heather Hurley for this

Figure 7. Iron post in land next to Well Vale
Hous

3 NL W Leonard Twiston Davies 2 3557
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Figue 8.II Vale House fom acrste ey Te Malt House bildings opposite the house
have mostly disappeared

Figure 9 (right). Detail of Well Vale
house from the 1847 Whitchurch
tithe map.

The house is 833, the malthouse
etc. is 830. The house, buildings
and most of the fields around were
owned by John Brown Jr. John
Ralph Norton owned 83; also
Norton House, a handsome
farmhouse i n Wh i
street.

VALE.

:uhvl‘ovté/

54

i

The fields (11) to the | eft of the road as we
and Pool Hillick in the tithe map-t hi's i s the Welsh o6Pwl Hel i go
probably from when the spring made pools at the bottom. The meadow (12) shows a large
raised platform in the OS map. It is believed to be the remains of a tennis court.
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The road rises sharplyj ust before Crocker6s As
House, there used to be a winch to wind carriages up the slope -t hough it
this would have worked.

The building (13) in the angle between the Well Vale road and the main road is now
ruinous, though there appear to be blocked in windows on the Well Vale road side. A small
building is shown on the tithe -t he hol ding is called 6shed
Simcoe property. The Devon records have deed which probably refers to this holding.* It refers
to an exchange between Rudhall Gwillym of Whitchurch Court, Whitchurch esq. and Katherine
his wife and Roger Morrys, Thomas Morrys his son and Joyce his wife, all of Whitchurch in
1670. 6Premi ses: t h rnel eontpirdng eighleen aavek; twe padels kbeind
called the Poolerellicks with a barn on one of them, lying near Crokers Ashe in Ganarew, the
other parcel lying between the two ways from Whitchurch to Monmouth called Stony hill; in
exchange for one tenement, barn, garden and orchard containing one acre, in which the Morrys
family now I|lives, .. .0 I't seems strange th
such large fields for bits and pieces, but in 1675 (see 7) John Morris owned Stoney Hill,
possibly another son of Roger Morris.

This brought us to Crockerds Ash: previ
for wood and other materials coming down from the Dowards, and animals being herded up for
pasture. There are five roads meeting here - six if you count the track at (14) which leads to the
Little Doward. The houses and gardens in the north angle of the crossroads still belonged to
Llangarren parish at the time of the tithe map - a curious echo (perhaps) of a time when the
parish of Llangarren was the remnant of Ergyng which had been nibbled away by later manors.

Doward House at (15) has variously been a fine house, a hotel and is now divided into
flats. There are remains of the cobbled floors of the outbuildings shown on the map, and at (16)
a old Nissen hut. As we walked up the road past the back of Doward House, it seemed from the
lie of the land at (17) that the house site lies inside the original boundary of the Dowards, and
may have its origins in another encroachment, but we do not have the 1718 map for this area.

At this point we diverged from the main road up to the Doward to follow a footpath
inside a hedge which probably marks an ancient boundary of the Dowards, as some of the
trees are large, and there is a substantial drop to the fields below (18). There is a house almost
due south of this point, which was called Little Kilnhouse farm in 1841. The larger farm further
uphill towards King Arthurdés Cave has been
kiln,andwaspart of the | ord of Goodrich manor 6s d

the manori al records. ltds not sure what t he

by George White from the manor in 1703. White was an ironmaster who also leased New Weir
forge from the lord, so possibly they were processing limestone for use at the forge. It passed
to White heirs, and eventually to Osborne Yeats, as it is mentioned in his marriage settlement
of 18005 Al s o i nc | utbdeeteghemsrd er dwelling house with garden adjoining called
Whitewell near the Killyards, the close called Robert Philpots close at Whitewell....6 Whitewell
(19) must have been an important well for the area - according to the sale particulars it never
runs dry. All the fields around it are named after it, and there were a number of paths leading to
it. There are the remains of a brick cistern, and also the base for one of the hydraulic rams
shown on the OS map.

4 Devon RO 1038 M/T/7/85
SNLW Penpont deeds catalogue Supplement No 2336-7 Sep 16 1800
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At (20) we joined another sunken road. This has been well used for hundreds of years,
probably by pack-ponies and animals going to graze the Little Doward as well as walkers.

At (21) is the holtseemal ted haliet thleefintaddadd .ed &6 Sui
past. The owner has recently bought some deeds ranging in dates from 1740 to 1794, which
give details of successive owners & occupiers. In 1740 John & Anne Jones mortgaged the
property and it remained so until the 1760s when it devolved to the Beavan family. The name
Suit Acre is not mentioned in the 2 latter documents (1789 & 1794) which may indicate it had
been sold off or perhaps the name had gone out of use. This implies that the owner had to give
suit at Goodrich manorial court, and Thomas Beavan of Little Field is mentioned as a freeholder
of the Manor in 1780, though like all freeholders he had to pay an annual fee (13s 10d) to the
lord. On 29 Aug 1757, John Jones of Littlefield rented some more land called Tomeys from the
manor. Hopefully earlier information will come to light in the manorial records.

Figure 9 Two views of Littlefield

The house is extremely well-built, and although not a major house must have been relatively
important.®

| have acquired the 1772 deed of the marriage settlement of John Beavan and Ann
Pritchard, daughter of Thomas Pritchard of Old Court (he was probably renting it) whose
trustees were George Mynd of Ash in parish Bridstow and John Dew of Whitchurch. Thomas
Beavan, J o himé sonvéyadt th kim in 1768 the property, but with a number of
provisos, including an annuity of £20; four barrels of cider yearly; to give him the best bed and
various sheep and the use of the horse. In addition, there was provision for Thomasé s
daughters Sophia (Tommy), Ann (Hill) and Jane and Elizabeth his unmarried daughters, plus

A40 to William Beav a tthelpdgdihatarsFitshard brdught £108€ asnher
portion.
The property concerned was the house called Littlefie

and two other pieces of land of 8 acres. At that time, Ann Jones was living in Little Field. John,
Ann and Thomas Pritchard could all sign their names.

Further down the road, called Sandy Way, there are a number of good-sized houses. Using the
tithe map numbering, we noted the following:

No. 205 - Sunnyside - very decorative; the owner in 1847 was Joseph Green;
No. 206 - also Joseph Green;

No. 207 was 2 houses - owner: William Philpott;

No. 208 was a pub owned by William Tombs;

No. 210 was owned by John Tombs.

5 Tithe 201 and 202
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Figure 10. Whitchurch tithe map showing start of Sandyway lane

Referring to fig. 2, the field opposite the houses at the end of Sandyway lane, no. 671, was the

site of the |l and called 6éBanisterds meese placesd.
here had disappeared.
The meaning of 6émeesebd6 is under debate. Some d

topographical f eat ur allfidduHotvever, st is quitcocka fsomanany athes m

documents that meese places had special rights attached to them, possibly of ancient

demesne. Owners of meese places had to be consulted about enclosure of commons such as

the Doward or Longrove, and it would seem that they had ancient rights on these commons.

John Freeman, who is currently working on the place names of Herefordshire for publication

does not have a definition. Although the vicar of Goodrich had the tithe of most crops on the

lands in the parish of Goodrich, the parson had the tithes of that on any land in the parish of

Goodrich but in the Lordship of Wilton-on-Wye, and on 6meese placesb6. Thi s
be a new debate - these is a document in the Goodrich parish collection ¢.1800 where Mr. Hill

is speculating on the meaning of 6émesebd.

In the 1718 map and accompanying rental, t he
pl ace with a cottage balwil Robett Ghest, the CriggalbladiThams t enan't
De w, atsha i glaréc el on which the house was burntad.

Some of the houses at the lower end of Sandyway lane date to the 18th century or
earlier, and it is hoped to add to this account in due course.

7 HRO, BF16/22 -30
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Caradoc, Sellack, a brief history by Heather Hurley

Figure 1: Caradoc 19858

The origins of Caradoc are legendary, its hame suggests an ancient encampment reputedly
constructed by Caratacus when resisting the Roman invasion, but the site has never been
properly investigated. It lies in the parish of Sellack, which was recorded as Baisson (Baysham)
at Domesday.

Although the de la Mare family were at Caricradok from 1281, it was Roger de Somery
who died seised of the manor in 1291, when it reverted to the de la Mares. In 1308 the property
consisted of a messuage, garden, dovecote, 2 ploughlands of 80 acres each, pastures and
woodland occupied by the de la Mares until the 1440s. The Abrahalls acquired Carrycradok
possibly through marriage, and were paying wool tithes in 1568. During the next decade
Carycradock passed to Richard Mynors, a large estate of a messuage, toft, 2 gardens, 40
acres of land, 50 acres of meadow, 600 acres of pasture, and 120 acres of wood. It appears
that John Abrahall retained an interst in the property because it was John Abrahall who sold
Cary Craddock to Rowland Scudamore in 1594.

8 Hurley Collection
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Figure 2. Conveyance of Caradoc, 1576°

9 HRO/M5/15/17.
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Figure 4. Pre-1860.!

10 Hereford Central Library, A F Preece.
11 Kim Brooker
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Rowland was the brother of Sir John Scudamore of Holme Lacy, who received legacies
from the family which may have funded the purchase of Baysham and the remodelling of
Craddock. When he died in 1630 the newly built mansion consisted of a hall, great pariour, little
parlour, cellar, dairy, at least eight bed chambers, servants quarters, kitchen, an old hall, a mill
housing cider, and an assortment of agricultural implements and livestock. It is understood that
part of the earlier house still stood containing a kitchen, hall and chamber together with a barn.
Near the church was the Canons Barn full of rye and barley, and beyond the church was
Baysham with its barns, sheepcot es, cow h
Cradocke continued to be owned by the Holme Lacy Scudamores, and in 1639 a curious
agreement was made between Viscount Scudamore and Richard Phelps for a lease allowing
the tenant of the new house to brew in the old house, but to move to Baysham if the
Scudamores needed to return to Cradocke. During the Civil War in 1644 a party of
parliamentary soldiers came to Seilack intending to destroy the churchyard cross and chancel
window, but fortunately they were entertained nearby and forgot their evil intent.

During the late 17th and early 18th centuries Cradock was occupied by various
members of the Scudamore family, and it may have been during this period that another story
became legendary. Apparently a mentally unstable Scudamore was kept locked in an attic
room, and to relieve his boredom he painted pictures on the walls with his own blood. When
John Scudamore of Cradock died in 1714 the estate passed to his elder brother the third
Vi scount, who died two years |l ater |l eaving
John Sc u dwviferto remeai st Cradock after her second marriage to William Dew.

The Dews leased the Caradoc Estate of 322 acres from the Digbys until 1863 when the
house with its court yard enclosed by lofty stone walls was offered for sale. Craddock then
contained a hall, dining room, pariour, kitchen, cellars, six bedrooms, a drawing room, attics
and the farm premises. It was purchased by Elisha Caddick of Leadon Courth, who
dramatically altered the mansion. His son advertised the Caradoc Estate for sale in 1904 and
by 1910 it had been purchased by Colonel Heyward. After the death of the Heywoods the
property passed to their married daughter Katie Gaze, a race horse trainer, and in 1978 was
sold to another race horse trainer, John Edwards, who kept the estate and sold the court to
John Onslow Edwards. It was between these sales that a fire gutted the listed building in 1986,
which at present is being sympathetically restored.

“

Figure 5. Fire at Caradoc, 198612

12 Shoesmith and Morriss, 1987
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Figure 6. Figure . Fire at Caradoc, 198615

Dates and Sources
Name and situation suggest an ancient fortified site (Dun). At Domesday Baisson (Baysham)
later known as Sellack parish (DB):

1291 Roger de Somery of Caircradoke Manor

1292 Peter de la Mare held Caryrcradok (ET)

1295 Thomas de la Mare 1281 did service 40 days for shct ¢ Hereford for worth a barded
(bard) horse(mid 13th century deeds at: PRO MH)

1308 Robert de |l a Mare ordered to deliver manor of
1308 Robert de la Mare Sen. died, his heir Peter 14 years.presumably inherited the messuage,
garden, dovecote, 2 plough lands of 80 acres each pastures and woodland IPM (Dun)

1400 Philip de la Mor of Eveston and Carcradok to his sons John and Gilbert all his lands
M(ET)

1443 John Abrahall died seised of Carrycradok Dun (Abrahall probably acquired the property
through his third marriage to daughter of Richard Moore (Rob)

1568 Abrahalls paying wool tithes at Sellack (CA)

1576 John Abrahall sold to Richard Mynors. Carycradock, a messuage, a toft. 2 gardens, 40
acres and, 50 acres meadow, 600 acres pasture. 120 acres wood (HRO)

(1590 deeds at PRO MH)

1594 Cary Craddock sold from John Abrahall to Rowland Scudamore (Dun)

1611 Rowland Scudamore purchased 4 acres called Bythalls (PRO)

1619 Rowland Scudamore purchased Baysham (PRO) (MH)

1625 Rowland received legacies from Scudamores (PRO) (MH) may paid for rebuilding

13 Shoesmith and Morriss, 1987
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1630 Rowland Scudamore died, survey and inventory of Craddock and Baysham PRO (ET)
(list of rooms with contents and land with field names)

1639 Agreement between Viscount John Scudamore of Holme Lacy who owned Cradocke, and
Richard Phelps to live in the new house, and brew in the old house, and move to Baysham if
required (HRO)

1644 Civil War Incident (Webb)

1663 James Scudamore son of Vis. John Scudamore (MA)

1688 James Scudamore died at Cradock (Rob) (1691 Cecil died, was he the Scudamore of the
legend)

1710 Lease of Baysham PRO (MH)

1713 John grandson of James died at Cradock, reverted to 3rd Vis James of Holme Lacy (Rob)
1840 Edward Earl of Digby of Caradoc owner, tenanted to James Dew 322 acres (TM)
1863 Sale Particulars of Craddock Estate (HRO)

1864 Sold to Elisha Caddick Rob (he remodelled the mansion)

1904 Sale Particulars (HRO)

1910 Sold to Colonel Haywood (S & M)

1960 After death of Haywoods passed to married daughter Katie Gaze (S & M)

1976 Katie Gaze died (S & M)

1977 Sale Particulars (HRO)

1978 Purchased by John Edwards (S&M)

1984 Sale Particulars of Court only (HH)

1984 sold to John Onslow Edwards (S&M)

1986 Gutted by fire RG

Abbreviations

L 0 Close Rolls Dun & Duncumb

DB 0 Domesday ET & Elizabeth Taylor

HCA 0 Hereford Cathedral Archives HHd H Hurley

HRO & Hereford Record Office IPM & Inquisition Post Mortem
MA 0 Milita AssesMH3 Master Harveyds Exhibit
Rob & Robinson RG 8 Ross Gazette

S&M & Shoesmith & Morriss TM 8 Tithe Map

Webb 0 Webbds Civil War
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Green Lane Farm, Clifford by Roz Lowe

In HAN75 Rosamund Skelton reported on a farm buildings survey a party of ARS members had
made at Green Lane Farm, Clifford. (SO 2607 4492)

We were recently contacted by the owner to tell us that she had just removed a large concreted
area in front of her front door, which lay in the beautiffly cobbled small farmyard. To her horror
she found that the concrete was supported on some metal struts and a few sheets of
corrugated iron. Underneath was a large inlined pit, 3 metres in diameter and at least 5 metres
deep, empty apart from some rubbish. A previous occupant of the farm, circa 1950, remembers
that something was filled up, but cannot remember if it was a well or a cistern. Either way, it
would surely have been lined so the stones must have been robbed. The pit will have to be
filled and safely re-covered, so it has been recorded while we have the chance. Our thanks to
the owner, Mrs. Bowdler.

Figure 1. The front of the house in 1984.
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Figure 2. Pit viewed from above

Figure 3. The location of the pit, September 2007. In 1984, the entrance to the front porch was
offset, so people were less likely to pass across the pit
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Photo Survey on Coppett Hill, Goodrich by Roz Lowe

Coppett Hill, Goodrich was part of the waste of the manor of Goodrich, and | have led a number
of field meetings and surveys to Coppett Hill. Most of the cottages on Coppett Hill have been
greatly altered and extended over the years, but one, Wyeside, remains in its original condition,
if unoccupied(SO 5828 1885 SMR 31454). It lies near an occupied cottage (Woodbine) where
the owner has lived for many years. She married into a family who had lived on Coppett Hill for
years before that time. Until recently, the family used to make their own cider using a cider mill
in an outhouse. The equipment is still in situ, and she kindly offered to let me make a photo-
survey of it, which | did on 10 November, 2006. At the same time | investigated the building to
the north-west of Wyeside cottage, which turned out to be a ruined house, not an outbuilding as
previously thought from the size.
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Figure 1. 1884 OS map with the Wye towards the top of the frame. Wyeside cottage is to the
right of S, Woodbine cottage is to the left of W. The unnamed dwelling is to the NW of Wyeside.
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Figure 2. The area around Woodbine and Wyeside is shown as a group of 5 hovels on the
1718 Goodrich manor survey (HRO AW87). As they have no chimneys they are probably just
shelters for limestone workers, and they are not shown as encroachments. The houses are
situated on one of the few relatively flat pieces of land on this side of the hill. Some cottages
shown on the tithe map were destroyed when the railway tunnel was built. A large spoil heap
from the lime workings can be seen cascading from the Courtfield road at the bottom of the OS
map frame.

A steep public footpath leads between the two cottages down to the Wye Valley Walk; near to
the river it passes the entrance to the disused railway tunnel which runs under Coppett Hill to
reeemerge opposite the old Dickinsonés works
remains there for the convenience of walkers.

It also passes Ferry Cottage, which has had a timber-framed wing added. This is not in the
local tradition, as houses on Coppett Hill were always built of sandstone quarried on the hill
itself. The ferryman there saw his business partly taken away by the railway, as people used to
use the railway bridge to avoid the tolls at Kerne Bridge, just upstream, and also as a short cut,
though there was a ferryman cum gamekeeper (Thomas Morton) living on Coppett Hill in 1881.
The railway bridge was also used by soldiers making their way to the rifle range on the other
side of Coppett Hill, and the path they took
After the railway closed and the bridge was removed Kerne bridge was the only means of
crossing the river.

HAN 78 Page 21

up

f



S

TIPS

de cottage - the uses in the background re across the Wye. One of the

Figre 3. Wyesi

many deer on the hill is running for cover.

HAN 78 Page 22



i - ¢
y ¢ X R

Figufé 5. :I'he cider house from the door, with the mill itself somewhat obScuréd by a E:entral roof
support. Note the cider barrels to the right, the cider press to the left.

Figure 6. The cider press. The boards which spread the load over the layers of apple pulp are
leaning against the wall; a small barrel for taking cider into the fields is hanging on the arm of
the press.
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Figure 7. The cider mill showing the shaft fixed with wedges in the mill stone.
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Figure 9. The well-craftedshaft of the millstone. It was pulled or puéhed éround by the cider-
makers themselves, using the harness that can be seen still attached.

SRR : LA &
Figure 10 & 11. Local cider jugs.
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The cottage to the north-west of Wyeside

Figure 13. End gable of the cottage, showing
external chimney stack.

Figure 12. Ruined cottage to NW of Wyeside.

The size of the cottage in Fig. 12 can be judged by the overall width relative to the front door.
Internally it is about 3 metres square, though it is well-built. It is not shown on the tithe map, but
is there by 1884. It ds possi bl 6eogehGritfin, a platelayars
his wife and 5 children lived on the hill in 1881. Apparently a family with a large number of
children occupied the cottage early in the 20th century. There is only room for two tiny
bedrooms above a low ceiling, though there is an attached outbuilding and privy.
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