TRANSACTIONS
OF THE
WOOLHOPE
NATURALISTS’ FIELD CLUB

HEREFORDSHIRE

"HOPE ON" "HOPE EVER"

ESTABLISHED 1851
VOLUME 58
2010



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
List of Officers and sub-committees 2010/11 .......ceeieiiiiiiiirere e 9
Obituary: Jim Tonkin 1921-2010.........ccciiiiiiiirieiienieieie et 11
ProCEEAINGS, 20L0 .....ciuiieiiiteieeie ettt bbbt 13
ACCOUNTS, 2010 ...ttt r e r e en e nr e r e r e reene e nne s 23
Biographical details of CONIIBULOIS ........ccociiiiiiecccc e 24

Presidential Address 2010: New Weir, Whitchurch or Symonds Yat: from ironworks

to tourist destination by ROSAlING LOWE.........cccccuveiiiiiiie e 25
The natural beauty of the deep Wye at Symonds Yat and the exciting rush of the river over
the rapids has drawn tourists for some 250 years except, of course, that they are not natural.
From the late 16th century for two hundred years or so the scene was one of industry, not
despised by artists, until it became today’s leisure destination.

Henry Graves Bull (1818-1885) by Henry Connor, John Ross and Edward Blackwell .......... 57
Dr Henry Graves Bull was an outstanding figure of 19th century Herefordshire. His
medical and social work on behalf of his adopted county, his contributions to its natural
history and history and his championship of its produce are all explored.

Henry Graves Bull, fungologist and father of the Fungus Foray by Edward Blackwell......95
Dr Bull’s interest in fungi led to the foundation of the famous Hereford Fungus Forays,
which drew fungologists from all over the country and beyond. His watercolours of fungi
are now in the library of the Royal Horticultural Society at Kew.

Rock slope failure and glaciation of the Darens, Olchon Valley, Herefordshire by

RICNAIT BIYANT.....c.eiiiitiiiiitce bbb bbbt b e 127
Walkers have been drawn to the Black Mountains for many years and have speculated on
the geological forces which have shaped their characteristic features. The effect of the
various glaciations on the Darens is examined and the still-active slip processes.

Charles Anthony and the events leading to the founding of the Hereford Times by

JONN BHSEL ...t bbb bbbt nr s 141
Charles Anthony started the Hereford Times because he wanted a platform to further his
campaigns on issues affecting Hereford. He was Mayor of Hereford six times, but his later
respectability belies his radical origins.

William Chick, Herefordshire architect by Philip Anderson ...........cccccoceviviniinnnsienenens 156
William Chick was another incomer to Herefordshire who was devoted to his adopted
county. His architectural work can be seen all over Herefordshire but he is largely
forgotten. This paper includes a full gazetteer of his buildings.



Page
The County Surveyors of Herefordshire by Chris Pickford .........c.ccccocvivivviiiviceiineiennns 180
The post of County Surveyor lasted some 150 years in Herefordshire, being extinguished
in the wholesale local government re-organisations of 1974. The responsibilities of the
post varied somewhat in the early years; the men who filled it are diverse and interesting.

Historic Weather:

The Great Flood of 1795 by JONN EQSEl.......cccooiiiiiiiiiiiecee e 189
The Weather around Fownhope by David Clark...........cccccooiiiiiiniiinieee 198
Recorders:

Archaeology, 2010 by RON ShOESMItN.........ccviiiiiiiiiie e 200
Natural History, 2010 by Beryl Harding..........ccooouviiiiiiiieeneesessee s 224
Whitman’s Quarry and Woodland, 2010 by Janet Parry........cccccovvveieienineneseeeeee e 234
Ornithology, 2010 by Beryl Harding ..........ccccovviieiieiiee e 236
Weather, 2010 DY EFC WaAr.........cooveiieiieece ettt ne e 242
Weather Summary, 2001 to 2010 by Eric Ward .........cccooveiieiicccc e 242
INAEX, 2010 ..oiteieieiteieieete ettt et bbbttt bttt b e b et nb et be b e te e 243
PLATE Plan of New Weir, Whitchurch and ironworks, 1758

1
2 New Weir by Michael ‘Angelo’ Rooker, 1788

3 The Darens: Key elements of the Black Daren landscape

4 The Red Daren headscarp and the landslipped area below

5 The spur at Black Daren, indicating the minor displacement of its northern

end
6 The scarpfoot ridge at Black Daren
7 14th-century stained glass fragment in Thruxton church
8 Chick’s elevation drawing of the front of Norton Canon vicarage
9 Norton Canon church interior

10 Eye church, Chick’s new arcade between the chancel and north chapel

11 Little Birch church interior, showing Ham Hill stone used for polychromy
12 The chancel gates at Little Birch made by Hardmans

13 Pailton church

14 Carvings around the apse of Pailton church

15 Pailton church, the underside of the font



LIST OF FIGURES

Obituary: Jim Tonkin, 1921-2010

Fig.

1

Jim Tonkin at the Club’s dinner in 2000

Page

11

Presidential Address 2010: New Weir, Whitchurch or Symonds Yat: from ironworks to
tourist destination

Fig.

O©CoO~NO O, WNPE

A location map for Goodrich manor’s ironworks

An aerial photograph looking upstream towards Symonds Yat
The finery in an early ironworks showing a bloom being handled
The finery beam showing shaping of an iron bar

The great water-powered hammer and the great anvil

1718 Goodrich manorial map showing Furnace Piece, Whitchurch
The eastern bank of the Wye at New Weir, 1718 manorial map

The disputed boundary between Goodrich and English Bicknor, 1728
New Weir ironworks: the exit of the culvert carrying the mill stream

New Weir from Isaac Taylor’s 1763 map

Robert Whitworth’s proposed new lock at New Weir, 1779
Joseph Powell’s sketch of New Weir in decline, early 1800s
Joseph Farington’s sketch made upstream from New Weir, 1803
Samuel Ireland’s engraving of New Weir, 1797

James Wathen’s picture showing the ironworks in about 1800

A Picturesque sketch of New Weir

Ackermann’s etching of cottages at New Weir (1799)

Copley Fielding’s exaggerated view upstream at New Weir
David Cox’s view below New Weir, published 1837

Mary Buckle’s pen and wash sketch of New Weir ironworks, 1821
Thomas Tudor’s view, figures apparently breaking down the weir
Symonds Yat railway station, circa 1935

A postcard sent in 1908 showing passengers waiting to cross to
Symonds Yat West by the chain ferry, which still operates

Henry Graves Bull (1818-1885)

Fig.

1

O~NO O~ WN

Photograph of Henry Graves Bull

Notes taken by Bull during a lecture in November 1840

Harley House, Hereford, Bull’s home from 1850/1 until 1885
Timothy Curley

The purpose-built Dispensary, Union St, Hereford

Obverse and reverse of the bronze and silver medals, Rouen 1884
The frontage of Hereford Free Library

The Bull carving on the front of Hereford Library

26
27
29
30
30
31
37
37
40
41
42
43
44
46
47
48
48
49
49
50
51
51
52

57
59
61
65
68
71
75
75



Henry Graves Bull, fungologist and father of the Fungus Foray

Fig.

1

2

Cartoon of the Hereford Foray places and personalities, The Graphic,
15 November 1873

Members of the Woolhope Club at Kingsland station on their way to
foray for fungi on 29 September 1876

Dr Bull, the Revd M. J. Berkeley, Lord Bateman and Miss Hanbury
at Shobdon Arches, 29 September 1876

The menu for the Grand Dinner at the Green Dragon in Hereford on
4 October 1877

An explanation of the symbolism in the 1877 menu

Rock slope failure and glaciation of the Darens, Olchon Valley, Herefordshire

Fig.

1
2
3
4
5

(o]

Location of the Darens relative to the Welsh Late-Devensian ice sheet
Geomorphological map of the landslips at the Darens

Representative slope cross-profiles of the depositional ridges

The embayment, flanked by the two Darens

(a) Model of sub-cataclasmic slope failure

(b) Model of the formation of a protalus rampart

Smooth geliflucted slopes on the western side of the Olchon valley
Reconstruction of a cirque glacier in the Darens embayment

Charles Anthony and the events leadingto the founding of the Hereford Times

Fig.

1
2

o O b~

Charles Anthony in 1854

Hereford: No. 4 Widemarsh St., formerly No. 2, the site of E. & M.
Anthony’s ‘Manchester Warehouse’

The title page of Charles Anthony’s pamphlet about the Floyd
conviction

The title page of the final pamphlet in the series about the Floyd case
Charles Anthony’s pamphlet about the Kenchester controversy

The Napier printing press

William Chick, Herefordshire architect

Fig.

O~NO O WN -

William Chick

Revd E. Jacson’s eastward view of the unrestored Thruxton church
Norton Canon church, north elevation

Eye church with Chick’s re-built tower

Little Birch church, the east end

Stretton Sugwas church tower

Chick’s drawing of the north elevation of Lyde vicarage

Chick’s new wing at St. Katherine’s almshouses, Ledbury, the rear
elevation

Page

106
109
110
118

119

128
128
130
131
132

135
137

141
143

146

146
149
151

157
159
161
162
164
165
167
168



William Chick, Herefordshire architect (contd)
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