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The natural beauty of the deep Wye at Symonds Yat and the exciting rush of the river over the rapids has drawn 

tourists for some 250 years except, of course, that they are not natural. From the late 16th century for two 

hundred years or so the scene was one of industry, not despised by artists, until it became today’s leisure 
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Dr Bull’s interest in fungi led to the foundation of the famous Hereford Fungus Forays, which drew fungologists 

from all over the country and beyond.  His watercolours of fungi are now in the library of the Royal 

Horticultural Society at Kew.  
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William Chick was another incomer to Herefordshire who was devoted to his adopted county. His architectural 

work can be seen all over Herefordshire but he is largely forgotten. This paper includes a full gazetteer of his 
buildings. 
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The post of County Surveyor lasted some 150 years in Herefordshire, being extinguished in the wholesale local 

government re-organisations of 1974. The responsibilities of the post varied somewhat in the early years; the 

men who filled it are diverse and interesting. 
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